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LECTURE [X.—(Conchuded from page 334.) 

ON THE TREATMENT OF CONTRACTIONS AT THE HIP-JOINT. 

Favurty positions of the hip may proceed from dislocations. 
I do not here speak of those which are the resulfof accident, 
and come at once under the surgeon's care; but of congenital 
dislocations, and of those which are produced insidiously, while 
the patient is confined to bed, or by some acatedisease, such as 
fever or rheumatism. 

Fic. 18, 


! as far as I have been able to ascer- 


| mentum teres is absent, and a 
absorbed. The 


has been 
a 
fig. 1, in illustration of a paper by Mr. Stantey, 


“that it is a question whether an 
attempt at redaction should be made in these cases of consecu- 
prove per- 

i either filled up with 

fibrous matter, or the head of the bone and 


Congenital disloeations, 
tain, arealways combined, even in children who have not yet | 


learnt to walk, with some malformation. The head and neck 
of the femur are not developed, the former being absent or 
flatter and smaller than natural; the acetabulum also, in some 
eases, is shallow-and partly filled by fatty matters. But the 
_ ligamentum ‘teres is rarely absent, though elongated and un- 
folded. The particulars of such cases*have been recorded by 
Palletta,* Parise,+ Craveilhier, Vrolik,$ and Gurlt andall 
authors combine in saying that the want of relation between 
_ the parts increases considerably after the patient -has attained 
an age when he makes efforts te stand upright-and to use the 
_ limb im walking. I have seem many such cases, presenting 
- dislocations of one or of both hips. The peculiarity of the gait 
is such that you may almost pronounce upon the nature of the 


.ake-of arresting di 


treat yielding to friction and gentle movements, aided the 


use of heated-air. But you must see and j for yourselves. 
I would only-urge caution in i i 
even in the most skilful hands, may set up inflammatory dis- 
turbance, which will be difficult to cuanrele In justice, how- 


- tempted, either for the 
or removing deformity, to ‘‘ cut out 
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affection at first glance. The pelvis is more obliqu 
natural; the spine bent forwards; the hips wide; the 
rolls from side to side, and waddles in progression. T 
of the bone may be° readily felt when it exists. N 
these: cases you may draw the head of the bone down 
proper level without much trouble, bat you catinot k 

pu there. [I know of no well-authentieated instance in whi 
dislocation has been reduced so as permanently to remo 
ided you are and gentle in your manipulatio 
eee) do not be yourselves disappointed, and guard against th 
ocearrence in your patient by explaining that hitherto 
attempts have been failures. 

The same remark applies to cases in which the dislocation 
has proceeded from effusion into the joint and elongation of the 
capsule, The preparation which I here show illustrates the 

now that it is laid open, between four and five inches in letigth. 

eS The cavity of the acetabulum has almost disappeared, being 
both“reduced’ in size and filled by fibrous tissue. “The liga- 
rtion of the head of the femur 
fi 
xiv., plate iv., 
on ** Disloca- 
ons accompanied by Mongation of Ligamen In this pre- 
| paration, (Ser. IT., No. 54,) the ligamentum teres is entire, bat 
| elongated, and separated into three cords. 
# back. Oceasionally, however, he adds, the reduction may be 
Ly ‘ successfully effected. Ina woman under his care at the hospital, 
e reduction was effected by means of the pulleys, and the 
4 of the bone replaced in the cotyloid’ cavity; where it remained 
y for some weeks, becoming, however, displaced again in con- 
4 : sequence of its being necessary to remove a bandage.””* 
We have had several such cases at different times at St. Bartho- 
“ lomew’s Hospital, all yielding the same result. In June, 1547, 
a healthy boy, aged five was admitted under the care of 
" Mr. Lawrence. The right leg war shorter than the opposite 
¥ by three quarters of an , and was inverted, the toes touch- 
= ; tural ; the great trochanter and the head of the femar could be 
w readily felt, and there was considerable mobility, the surround- 
ing parts being soft and healthy. It was said to have pro- 
on. (7 ceeded from a fall. On June 27th an attempt was made to 
reduce the limb. The head of the bone was readily brought 
' down to the acetabulam, but it would not remain there, and 
: after a few weeks the child was sent home in the same state. 
ons Are there any cases in which, after disease, the joint becomes 
oy contracted in consequence of thickening of parts external to the 
the portant question, because those who answer it in 
jude » forcible movements of the limb, the patient being rendered in- 
> sensible by chloroform. Te ia averted that each foreible move. 
restore motion to the limb. Mr. Brodharst asserts that 
ote ; condition of the morbid parts is common after gonor- 
Mr. rheumatism affecting a joint, and that his success by 
o75 | such treatment has been considerable. I have not yet met 
ey 5 | with cases of a character to warrant such a proceeding, those 
~ 4 cases of external rigidity which I have been called wpon to 
rd; 
| ever, to Mr. Brodhurst, I must say that the result of his expe- 
tience is widely different. He has applied his principles of 
treatment to twenty-seven cases of contractions at the hip, and 
all. these eases, including many others involving other 
joints, inflammation was in one only set up as the result of 
treatment, and in this instance it was of a very mild character, 
and easily subdaed.”+ 
| cannot conclude, gentlemen, without my most 
: 
Anat, sree pie hes liv. 2 pl 2 
ches, liv. 2, pl. — ——_ 
Tabale ad Ilustrand. Embryog. (s. 8. 106), tab. L 
N tr Pathol, Anat, 8. 457. 
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the head of the femur” in young subjects. You may doubtless 
succeed in removing the portion of bone, and it by no means 
follews that your patient will die; but I firmly believe, fi 
that the ends which you desire may be attained by rest 
other simple measures; secondly, that even by this 
dangerous operation you do not improve the patient’s con- 
dition. I am not speaking of cases of necrosis of the bone of 
the hip, where the dead bone keeps up irritation, nor of those 
rare cases in which the head of the femur has quittel the 
acetabulum, and produced inflammation and ulceration of the 
thinned integuments covering it. Operations performed on 
such cases are no surgical novelties; but I speak of the excision 
and removal of the diseased head of the femur from the cavity 
of the acetabulum. Imagine such a proceeding in an infant of 
nine or ten years! The words of a modern author so exactly 
with my own ideas, as well as with the time- 
honoured practice of this hospital, that I will here quote 


2 > teaches us, that by absolute rest of the diseased 
joint, with tonics and sedatives, it is wonderful what nature 
will do in very severe cases, and it 
to obtain a satisfactory termination. 
very few, if fairly treated. Much time and patience may be 
consumed by both surgeon and patient, but neither must be 
too closely calculated to obtain success.” * 

I once removed the diseased head of the femur in a boy, and 
I am happy to add that he recovered—not that, to use the 
common parlance of the day, ‘‘ he made an excellent recovery ;” 
whe fey that he did not die, the limb being, when the 
But at thet time I had no experience in 

at e no experience in ic appli 
nor did I attach sufficient value to the imposition of perfect 
rest, You will not see me operate in a similar way again, for 
Tam convinced that by the steady use of the apparatus here 
before you I could have extended the limb, and have enabled 
freely, without any operation at all. 

assumes an importance only to be discussed in treating of par- 
injuries, the consideration of which w lead me beyond the 
limits of my present subject. 


OUTBREAKS OF YELLOW FEVER IN SHIPS 
OF WAR. 


By GAVIN MILROY, M.D., F.R.C.P. Lond, 


Tue important paper, read by Dr. Bryson at a late meeting 
of the Epidemiological Society, respecting the disastrous preva- 
lence of this fever on board H.M.S. Jcarus, and the extension 
of the disease to other vessels of our West India squadron, has 
so forcibly excited the attention of the profession, that it is 
earnestly to be hoped the subject will not be allowed to drop 
until it has been thoroughly examined in its manifold bearings. 
There are many and various questions of deep moment to the 
welfare of our shipping, both of the royal navy and of the mer- 
cantile marine, involved in its consideration. We have only to 
bear in mind that, every now and then, ships of war are being 
more than doubly decimated of their entire crew—and this, too, 
in the course of a few weeks—to recognise its more than ordi- 
nary importance, and its pressing claims to a careful and com- 
prehensive study. What would be said in the present day if 
it became known that a regiment had lost by disease a quarter 
of its men within a month or two, and that more than another 
quarter were on the sick list? The Minister of War would be 
assailed night after night in the House with loud demands for 
inguiry, and there would be no end to vehement appeals in 
every organ of the press until this was granted, and the whole 
affair searched to the bottom. It is best to anticipate; and, 
therefore, ia order to avoid such hasty and often angry animad- 
versions, from which the profession seldom escape scot-free, it 
will be wise to take up the subject beforehand, and examine it 
calmly and impartially, so that we may be able to urge our 
opinions on those in power, and on the public generally, with 
confidence and authority. With this viéw I have put together 


* Bryant on Diseases and Injuries of Joints, p. 145, 


hflyer arrived from and at 
28th 


then proceeded to St. Thomas’s, which she reached on the 30th 
of November, and where yellow fever was then ragi After 
fifty-five hours’ stay for the of coaling, she left for 
‘Trinidad, where she remained from the 6th to the 17th Decem- 
= when she returned to Port Royal, which she reached on 


From the arrival of the ship in the West Indies to her de- 


and on the 6th, six of the crew were seized, one of w 
with black vomit. From that time to her arrival at Port 


immedistel sont to the Naval Hospi 

immediately landed, and sent to the aval Hospital, upon the 

advice of Deputy-Inspector Mr. Watson, the principal medical 

officer of the hospital, who had resided there, and had 

great experience of yellow fever. Eight fresh cases 

ease occurred on board between the and the 27th; 
ital. After the 29th the disease 


the former. Several of the officers had joined the Hi. 
from the admiral’s ship, the Cumberland, at Trinidad 
disease had on board. The total mortality, as well 
the numbers attacked, were much smaller than they ha 
usually been in similar vessels in which yellow fever, in an ep 
demic form, has broken out in the West India station. It 
be observed that the season was far advanced at the time. 


shore, but intimated 
the 


sick (the yellow fever the 
ients in the ious airy na pl ig 
End of ber officers snd stewards with the to e, not 
a single case occurred of the extension of the disease in the 
hospital or town of Port Royal.” Mr. Watson adds: ‘‘I feel 
perfectly satisfied that any contagious powers the disease may 
possess in crowded ships is speedily rendered inoperative by 
moderately good ventilation, and that the best mode of check- 
ing the progress of such diseases is to remove the sick to roomy 
uarters on im soe If the epidemic 
thould continue unchecked in the ship, there can be no doubt 
that, if possible, she should immediately sail out of the tropics.” 
Her Majesty’s ship Dauntless appears to have caught the 
fever at St. Thomas's about the same time as the Highjlyer, as 
she arrived from that island at Bridgeto on the 


bseq 

arrangements were made for clearing 
out and fumigating ship, as far as it could be done in Car- 
lisle Bay. As it was impossible, however, to provide for the 
landing of all the men at one time, those retained on board 
have continued to be exposed to the infection, and new cases 

have, in consequence, been of almost daily occurrence.” 
Forty-one cases of the fever, and eleven deaths, had occurred 
since leaving St. Thomas’s to her arrival at Barbadoes, and 
some of the cases then on boerd were expected to prove fatal. 
“The sanitary measure I advise,” says Dr. Brown, the health- 
officer, ‘is an immediate removal of the sick to the shore, 
taking proper precautions for an efficient ion of them.” 
Between the 17th of November and the of January, 
twenty-two officers and 135 seamen and marines were admitted 
into the Military Hospital, and no fewer than sixty-five deaths 
ee ee amongst the former, and fifty-two amongst 


the aos observations, beginning with a brief statement of 
some recently-recorded events. 
Port Royal on the 20th of Octo! 
| for Havanna, where she remained for two or three weeks, and 
| weeps from St. Thomas’s on the 2nd of December, no case of 
ever of any kind had been entered on her sick-list. On the 
4th, or two - afterwards, a stoker was attacked with fever; 
| woyal the disease continues until the number attacked, 
tirely ceased, and the ship again became quite healthy. In 
fifty-one persons—viz., thirty-eight men and boys, and thir- 
| teen officers—had been attacked, and seven had died. The 
death-rate the latter was much than amongst 
In his official report to the Admiralty, Mr. Watson states : 
‘*T recommended that there should be no impediment to the 
Highflyer’s men communicating with the 
that it would be dangerous for strangers 
atmosphere of the ship, as long as the disease continued in her. 
_..... Notwithstanding this freedom of communication with the 
lost many of her crew during the voyage. ‘‘ Immediately on 
her arrival,” says Governor Sir W. Colebrooke, in a dispatch of 
the 6th of January, 1853, to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, ‘‘ Captain Halsted called on me to represent the 
state of his ship, and applied for permission to land the sick; 
end on the of the his sanction for 
their reception in the General Hospital at St. Anne’s, on the 
report of the health officer, this measure was carried into effect, 
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Regt., remarks, —‘‘ I have 
ough sixty-one men of the Dauntless have 
various complaints, in no instance has any individual been at- 
tacked under such circumstances, nor has amy hospital attendant 
suffered. I have now (Janu 5th) eighteen cases of fever 
from the Dauntless in hospi 
, but not one affected with any ile disorder.” 


iE 


Bee 
= 
FE 


Barbadoes, 
as Martinique, Guadaloupe, St. Lucia, St. Domingo, Cuba, 
i snd ale» in the Southern States of the American Union. 


is? 
Fat 


iti 
i 


hospital there. Only two fresh 
surgeon remarks that ‘‘ none of the attendants an sick at 
the ital* on Pott’s Island were attacked, whilst all 


board, 
four were fatal. No other cases occurred until April 10th, 
when she had returned to Port-au-Princé, where two mel were 
ked, another’on the lith, and a fourth on ‘the “14th. 
out of the’ four died. The disease continued 
while the ship was" pet cruising off Port-au:Prince the 
Fh when for Port Royal, whicli was réeiched’ on 
ie 26th, ‘Theré'weré'then eighteen cases of fever on the sick- 
‘ist. The sick weré “at once sent to the hospital on shore. 
‘Next day twelve fresh cases occurred onboard; these were 
also sent to the hospital. On the 28th the rest of the crew 
were landed, and lodged in the capstan house in the dockyard ; 
while the interior of the ship above the water-tank was cleaned 
and washed out with chloride of zine by black As the 
nevertheless continued spread among the men on 
wan it was determined ‘to re-embark thé wel? anid the con- 
escents, and proceed the ‘northward. This was done’ on 
the 24th. The daily number of fresh attacks did not lessen 
till the vessel reached the 30th de; of latitude, when the 


‘hermometer fell to 75°, and the diséase abruptly ceased. 


ring the to Berthuda, whére she arrived on the 5th 


of Jane, eleven deaths had occurred, and on arrival there were 
wooden bu.ding, 


© Ib is desoribed as a 


- | In January, 1860, it suddenly increased to twice its former 


and the well in sheds oe No fresh ease oceu 


The Malacca, after a week's stay at Helifax, sailed for 
land, and seached Spithead onthe Slst July with 2 tolerably 


IN WHICH THE CAROTID ARTERY 
WAS TIED. 
DEATH FIFTEEN WEEKS (FTERWARDS. 


By JOHN BROADBENT, Esq, M.R.C.S., 
“RESIDENT SURGEON TO THE MANCHESTER WORKHOUSE WOSPITAL. 


Perzr R——, admitted April 3rd, 1860. Is fifty years of 
age, by trade a grocer, but for the last four years has followed 
the oceupation of a bill-poster. His habits have been very in- 
temperate; but he always hai good health till the summer of 


dimensions, and the right arm became powerless. At 
a large pulsating tumour occupies the right side of the neck 
from the clavicle to the level of the cricoid pushing 
the larynx to the left side, an inch and a half from the median 
line; its walls feel thin, and it can be partially emptied by 
gentle pressure. A loud bruit is heard over it, and over the 
upper part of the sternum. The right carotid can ‘be felt ‘pul- 
sating on its inner margin. The heart-sounds are norma!, The 
murmur in the right lung is feeble, in the left na- 
tural, All the maseles of the right arm are much atrophied, 
no motive power remaining except that of feeble flexion of the 
forearm. The pulsation in the axillary and brachial arteries 
is very feeble, in the radial scarcely perceptible. He ecom- 
plains of great pain and coldness in the arm, and of difficulty in 
swallowing and hoarseness. 
April ‘6th.—Tied the carotid artery below the 


tumonr. 

9th.—There is feeble pulsation in the right facial and tem- 
poral arteries. No change in the'tumour. He complains of 
greater diffi in , Severer pain, and more sensa- 
tion of cold in rightarm. His ex ion is good. 

16th. —The tumoar feels firmer, and the bruit 4 not-s0 loud, 
nor is it heard over so extensive a surface as before the opera- 
tion. The wound looks healthy, and his appetite is good. 
24rd.—During the early part of the week the tumour 
decreased in size. On the i 


the time, but thinks it was caused by coughing. In the a’ 
noon ofthe ame day the hemorshage retorned, bout » int of 
of the attendant along the course of the carotid. Digitalis, in 
five minim doses, was ordered every hour. Since the day on 
which the hemorrhage occurred there has been no bruit in the 
tumour. 

30th. —The tumour is harder, and there has been no bruit in 


it during the past week, For the last three days he has taken 


359 
following day five additional attacks took place. The tem- 
perature was then 82° in the shade. ee re 
eompany were again embarked, and next day she sailed 
Halifax, which was reached on the 5th July. The disease 
entirely ceased the day after she left Bermuda. 

e ship Was emptied of all her stores, &c., thoroughly 
fumigated with chlorine before she left Barbadoes for Bermuda, | 56 died—nearly a third of the whole; and all this d 
No communication had been allowed from the shore with the | mortality in eight or nine weeks. The surgeon was of opinion 
vessel, except to native labourers and servants employed on | that the fever which had caused such results had acquired the 
‘board. power of contagious propagation on board, by insufficient 
All the pans penis are derived from the Parlia- | ventilation in the between-decks. 
mentary Return by the House of Commons in March, 
Rageicges sickness and mortality amongst the per- L 
sons landed deserves to be noted. How far this was owiag to (To be conciuded.) 
W. Col e, or to other causes and influences connected with 
the disease, can only be j of when a complete history of REPORT OF A CASE OF 
ANEURISM OF THE ARTERIA INNOMINATA, 
S: of March, | 
ee 1558, when his present disease came on, with hoarseness, diffi- 
. : culty in swallowing, and pains in the right arm. Early in 

Domingo for Jamaica, several fresh cases had occurred, and “ ! 

some of thom were rapidly fatal On arriving at Port Royal, | 1859 he discovered a tumour above the clavicle, which in De- 

it was decided to leave tropics, and accordingly she sailed | cember of the same year had attained the size of a large egg. 
on the 15th for Bermuda, but which she did not reach, in con| 

sequence of having touched at Jacmel and Havanna on her | 

way thither, till the 30th. By this time the total number of 

attacks had amounted to about 50, andthe deaths to 8, which | 

were increased to 12 in the course of a few days. 

On the 

the sick and 

those who attended them on board became the subjects e 

fever, showing that the morbific poison existing in the confined | 

atmosphere on board had become more detrimental then the | 

Argus left Bermuda on the 23rd April fof Halifax, and 
returned to England in July. | 

HEM. S, ‘Malacca was also, 

xu-Prince, Between Jan, 4th and Feb. 18th; ‘when she sailed 
| musole, sation in the ng mporal and facial arteries 

immediately ceased, but there was no perceptible difference in 
in 
or three ounces of blood from the wound. He was asleep at 
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the digitalis only twice s day, as it produced sickness, He 
has a tickling and his appetite is not so good. 

May 7th.—The tumour is softer, and to-day, for the first 
time since April 20th, there is a bruit in it. The wound is 
unhealthy and disposed to He has rather severe cough 
with expectoration, and a feeling of languor. 

14th.—The tumour is harder, and there has been no bruit in 
it since the 10th inst. This morning he lost a few ounces of 
by pressure. His health is much impro 

bth The tumour is hard and smaller, and there has been 
no bruit in it since the 10th instant. The wound is nearly 
healed, and he ex himself as feeling much better. He 
has no difficulty in swallowing, and has more power in the 

t arm, but no radial pulse in it. 

une 4th.—The tumour is r and less firm, and there is 
a bruit in several parts of it. His health is not good, and he 
complains of great pain in the right arm, which he cannot use 
as well as he could a week 

July 16th.—During the last six weeks there has been very 
little in the tumour; there has always been more or 
less bruit in it, but chiefly on its inner side. He feels very 
weak, and is now obliged to keep in bed, after having been 
able to walk about the ward for two or three weeks 

29th.—The tumour is larger and softer. vinwareRey 
suppurative inflammation over the site of the wound, and this 


from it. 

3lst.—This morning hemorrhage returned, but the loss of 
blood was trifling. During the last two days he has had great 
difficulty in breathing, from which cause, more than from the 
loss of blood, he died this evening. 

Autopsy fourteen hours after death._—Body rather emaciated. 
Tumour about the size it was before the operation. The sterno- 
mastoid muscle much flattened. Absorption had commenced 
in the upper part of the sternum, in the first dorsal and four or 
five lower cervical vertebra, the latter being in a more ad- 
vanced stage. The aneurism, which had taken its origin just 
below the bifurcation of the innominate artery, was filled with 
old 3 al one, about the size of a billiard ball, occu- 


coagula 
Pring its middle, the rest being filled up with loose layers. 


right carotid was quite obliterated for about an inch 
the point of delegation. The right subclavian was of the usual 
size, but the aortic arch was much dilated, and the abdominal 
aorta slightly so. Nothing worthy of note was found in other 


parts of the body. 
Remarks. —Some 


justifiable; and, it may be asked, why have recourse to it in 

the case just detailed? My reply is, unless some 

tion was resorted to the man could not long survive the 

of the disease. He was anxious to submit to any operation 

which held out a possibility of curing him, and the large si 

‘of the tumour prevented my attempting to displace the 
if any ex , or of exciting new action in the sac 

years ago by Mr. F The question 

why not have li tured the right subclavian artery 

the carotid? My reasons for not om Sees 

that the circulation in the axillary and ial arteries 

feeble as to lead me to think that it was aay,’ if 


New Bridge-street, Manchester, April, 1961. 


A Lerrer rrom Epwarp Jenver.—“ L’'Union Médi- 
cale” of the 6th inst. contains a very interesting document in 
the shape of a letter written by Jenner in 1799 to a physician 
of Vienna. The original is in the possession of M. de Co: ches, 
and has been translated with much spirit by M. Béhier, an 
eminent physician of Paris. Jenner writes principally respect- 


Mircor 


OF THE PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY 


IN THE 
HOSPITALS OF LONDON. 


Nulla est alia pro certo noscendi via, nisi quam 
dissectionum historias, tam aliorum pr 
De Sed, et Caus. Morb., lib, 14, 


habere 
Proemium, 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL. 


EXOSTOSIS OF THE LEFT TRANSVERSE PROCESS OF THE 
SEVENTH CERVICAL VERTEBRA, SURROUNDED BY 
BLOODVESSELS AND NERVES ; SUCCESSFUL 
REMOVAL. 

(Under the care of Mr. Coorr,) 

In the selection of cases for the ‘‘ Mirror,” we have endea- 
voured from time to time, as opportunities permitted, to illus- 
trate many of the rarer forms of disease and of injury. Some 
of these have proved to be unique and almost isolated in the 
chronicles of medical science. We will admit that it is not 
the rarest form of any malady that is the most useful in a 
practical point of view, yet it furnishes sometimes valuable 
hints in the diagnosis of doubtful cases. It will be remembered 
that, some months back, we gave a ‘Clinical Record” of a 
Supernumerary Rib in the Neck of a Girl, under Dr. Will- 
shire’s care, at the Charing-cross Hospital. This case was 
interesting as illustrating a very curious phenomenon in nature, 
and was attended with several peculiarities in relation to the 
great bloodvessels of the neck. (See Tue Lancer, vol. ii. 
1860, p. 633.) The girl left the hospital in good health with. 

her thirteenth left rib. 
A more remarkable, and we might ea: present almost 
pital, of a bony structure in the neck of a young woman, which. 
occupied the same position as in Dr, Willshire’s patient, 
was an ex 

of the seventh cervical vertebra, and the history is 
y as ws :— 
Charlotte D——, twenty-six, a was i 
on the 22nd ult. baa hed lamp in the lait aide of the 
lower part of her neck since she was a child; but her attention 
was first drawn to it when between seven and eight years of 
age, at which time she was suffering from sore-throat. Now it 
is as large as a very big walnut, projects considerably forwards, 
and pulsates ly like an aneurismal tumour, The pulsation 
is found to from the subclavian artery, which i 
front, and is compressed by the tumour. 
pain in the muscles of the arm and about the 


patien 
of the hospital, who 
its removal; and this was effected on the 3vth ult., when she 
was fully under the influence of chloroform. After the ope- 
ration Mr. Coote said :—‘t The operation which has just been: 
lormed was undertaken with the purpose of removing a bony 
pressed forwards the subclavian artery, 


the “* ” and the which sometimes spring up 
ing t grease pustules 


left u extremity; the muscles were 
pper 


and livid; the pulse at the wrist 


[Arrm. 13, 1861. 
| 

ration for the cure of aneurism of the innominate artery un- | 
tumour, the operation, if practicable, would have been at- wrist, but not in the ri wad ad wise good, and 
tended with ont risk of injury to the sac. By referring to her complexion is florid. ; 
the notes, it will be seen that for nearly two months after the 
ion the progress of the case was most satisfactory. With 
the exception of three days, there was no bruit in the tumour 
for more than six weeks, and it was smaller and harder. On 
the days on which the bruit was present, the man had bron- 
chitis, and probably the paroxysms of cough produced displace- 
meut of some of the coagula in the sac. 
June his health failed, and from this time an unfavourable pushed upwards the axillary plexus of nerves, thereby pro- 
change took place in the tumour, and continued until his death. | @ucing disturbance of circulation and loss of sensation in the 
corresponding upper extremity. The patient, a young married 
ee woman, without family, had noticed a swelling above the left 
— = "=== | clavicle from infancy; it had increased slowly in size without 
producing pain, and had only of late become a source of serious 
inconvenience by rendering the hand and arm of that side 
nearly useless. 

The prominent features of the case were interesting, There 
was an apparently pulsating tumour ho above the left clavicle, 
combined with some amount of coldness and wasting of the 

flabby; the hand and 
could scarcely 


Tas Lawcsr,) 
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be felt. If she attempted to hold any object with that hand 
she was apt to let it fall. I need scarcely say that these are 
in many points the symptoms of aneurism. But a more careful 
examination showed that behind the i ly that 


“ As the growth was enlarging and the symptoms were be- 
coming more marked, it was my own opinion, and that, I 
think, of all my colleagues, who did me the favour to give 
their opinion, that an attempt should be made to remove it by 
operation. But the region was not a pleasant one for any 

i eto of the knife, The subclavian 
-artery vein were in front; the axillary us of nerves 
lay spread out above; below, the apex of the lung, covered by 
‘the pleura, rose up in dan proximity; on the scalenus 
important vesse' nerves ing to 
with the vertebral vessels and thoracte duct. You can under- 
-stand, therefore, why I was cautious in what I did. 

muscle, and pressed aside the nerves which were flattened 
ae I then divided the neck of the tumour 
w it was attached to the vertebra, and hoped to drag it 
away. But I found that it was attached by its distal extre- 
mity also, most probably to the first rib. Accordingly I took 
away the most prominent part, and finally cut away the at- 
tached projecting ends with bore-pliers. There was no hemor- 
rhage, but the operation was naturally an anxious one, as any 
deviation to the right or the left might have led to consequences 
disastrous to the patient.” 

Since the operation the pulsation has returned in the left 
wrist ; the wound is healing kindly; and the patient is expected 
to make a good recovery. 


CHARING-CROSS HOSPITAL. 
PASSAGE OF FACES IN THE URINE, FROM A COMMUNI- 
CATION BETWEEN THE BLADDER AND BOWEL. 


(Under the care of Mr. Canton and Dr. WiLLsHiRe.) 


Tue solutions of continuity of the bladder are classed by 
Rokitansky under the heads of injuries from various causes: 

from within or from without, with patulous communica- 
comprises the intestinal tu i ly rectum, the 
and vaginal eavitien, 

Cases in which there is a between the cavities of 
the bladder and some part of the or small bowel are 

seldom met with, and but few i exam are re- 

ed. Mr. Coulson relates instances, in his work on “* Dis- 
eases of the Bladder,” of this unfortunate complication, and his 
remarks upon the manner of its occurrence are interesting, 

“*Cases are recorded,” he **in which ulceration 
has extended so deeply into the substance of the bladder as to 
cause perforation of its parietes and extravasation of urine into 
the abdomen, In these cases life is soon destroyed by peri- 
toneal and cellular inflammation. But when the ulcerative 

extends to the other tunics of the bladder it usuall 
hesive inflammation exterior to the ulcer, by which process 
the bladder becomes united to the neighbouring parts, and the 

of urine is prevented. In this manner a communication 
is sometimes formed between the fandus of the bladder and 
the ileum, or the sigmoid flexure of the colon, or between the 
under surface of the bladder and the rectum, in the former of 
which cases the feces pass into the bladder and through the 
urethra; while in the latter the urine passes into the rectum, 
and is voided with the feces.” —p. 


rectum as not of very rare occurrence. 

We lately had the opportunity of examining a patient who 
was admitted under the care of Mr. Canton afterwards 
transferred to Dr. Willshire. 


history is very 
as to the origim of the disease—whether, in fact, it pri 
commenced in the bladder and extended to the bowel, o 
in the bowel and then extended to the bladder. Dr. Wi 


ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 
CALCULUS IN THE URETHRA OF A MALE CHILD; 
SUCCESSFUL REMOVAL. 

(Under the care of Mr, Tatum.) 

A urrTLe boy, nine of was admitted into this 
hospital in of with a calculus in his 
urethra. An attempt was made to remove it, but it slipped 
back into the bladder. This occurrence happened several 
times, and on each occasion of attempts at removal it would 
disappear as on the first trial. Once Mr. Tatum cut into the 
eullie behind the scrotum, yet no stone was to be found. 

On Feb. 2ist the boy was once more brought into the 
operating theatre, and placed under the influence of chloroform, 
when the stone was again readily detected in the urethra. A 
grooved sound was carefully introduced into the bladder, pass- 
ing by the calculus in its course inwards without displacing it, 
An incision was now made upon the staff in the perineum be- 
hind the seat of lod t, and fortunately the stone was ex- 
tracted, it being of the size and shape of a bean. No untoward 
event followed, the little patient recovered from the operation, 
and left the hospital bey ait 

Some years previ is undergone lithotomy, 

a stone by Mr. Tatum, who believed that «small 
fragment may have remained to form the nucleus of that ex- 
tracted 5 


urethra of a boy to remove a calculus, when it slipped into the 
bladder; he therefore continued his incision towards that 
viscus, and extracted the stone. Mr, Tatum had made up his 
mind this time to form the median operation, as in Mr, 
Hewett’s case, had the stone again escaped into the bladder, 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 
STONE IN THE BLADDER OF A FEMALE CHILD ; 
LITHECTASY ; RECOVERY. 
(Under the care of Mr. Hott.) 


WE have already had occasion to speak of the rarity of stone 
female chitdven, ond in cnt last 
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= rition. Upon attempting to draw off the urine with a catheter 
some pus came away along with it. From that time to his 
admission into the hospital fecal matter was frequently found 
in the urine. On his admission the bowels were chronically 
e subclavian artery—there was an exostosis, the neck o! | relaxed and the evacuations dysenteric in character; the 
wie pa deeply between the scaleni muscles towards the | patient believed he had a fistula in ano, but it was found 
cervical vertebra; and I concluded that it was a development | not to be so; the tongue was raw and fissured; and feculent 
of the costal element, the rib, of the seventh cervical vertebra; | matter was observed in the urine. It was important, if pos- 
for you all know that, according to homological anatomy, the | sible, to make out what part of the bowel communicated with 
x of a cervical transverse process is ‘ a rib.’ the bladder. Dr. Willshire considered it to be probably the 
colon, From the appearance and colour of the feculent matter 
it seemed as if it po aaa intestine; but, on the 
et other hand, it possessed a odour. When he lay down 
the purpose of micturition much feculent matter became mixed 
with the urine, and some flatus. During his stay in the hos- 
pital he became very low and emaciated, and resembled a 
person in the last stage of phthisis in whom the bowel compli- 
E He had no disease of 
the lungs, yet su from profuse perspiration and hectic 
fever. Seeing the hopelessness of recovery, his wife (a very 
young woman) took him away, with the observation that “ he 
might just as well die at home.” 
btful 
| sly 
| arose 
lishire 

was inclined to the opinion that it originated in the bowel and 
subsequently communicated with the bladder, and the facts of 

dhe tar on thay point to that view. 

Mr. in bis to, details a case 
somewhat similar to Dr. Willshire’s, The patient was found 
to have a communication between the fundus of the bladder 
and the colon, just above a stricture in the sigmoid flexure. 
He had complained of pain in the bowels for nearly twelve 
months, and there was no doubt that the communication with 
the bladder was secondary to the disease discovered in the 
bowel. Fiatus, as well as a considerable quantity of feculent 
matter, passed in the urine. 

case similar to the foregoing Was some time Dack under 
| the care of Mr. Prescott Hewett, who eut down upon the 
r. Coulson considers ulceration between the bladder an ee 
in Sussex. The history that he gave of himself was that he 
and had inflammation Three 
afterwards he experienced some difficulty aw 
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of impacted caleulus in a female infant, under 
care of Mr. Thomas Wakicy, at the Royal Free Hospital. 
with symptoms of stone in the bladder, on examination a 
pretty calculus was detected. On Jan. 15th, while the 
ient was under the influence of chloroform, Mr. Holt intro- 
a lithotrite into the bladder, and the stone was found to 

as large as a small marble. The urethra was therefore 
traction could not be accomplished unti urethra was in- 
cised upwards. The calculus was believed to have been as 
large as a chesnut, its outer layers consisting of soft new 
deposit, which readily broke down under the lithotrite. Some 
i a remainder passing away during 


size of a 
an experi of twenty years at the Westminster Hos- 
it had seen only three or four cases of stone in 


be 


rare 
the 
gentl 


t 


Mr. 

female child, although he had met with many in women. 

He thought that the incision upwards was not likely to be fol- 

lowed by incontinence in the present instance, and this opinion 

proved afterwards to be correct, forthe girl made a good re- 


CLINICAL RECORDS. 


INJURY TO THE NOSE, WITH EXFOLIATION OF 
BONE, SUPPOSED TO BE SYPHILITIC. 

Mary B—-, aged thirty-five, married, and has one child; 
was admitted to the Bloomsbury Di ry, under the care 
of Mr, Cooper, September 19th, 1860, in consequence of an 
injury to the nose. She stated that in June last she slipped 
and fell, striking her nose against an iron grating; much blood 
was lost, and was otherwise severely bruised, but there 
‘was no oer of the brain. She ce immediately to a 
surgeon, who ** strapped it u , gave her plenty of physic, and 
frequently touched it with She bie care 
for three months, but, not making, much progress, resolved to 


procure a letter for the dispensary, When first seen she was | ? 


anemic, debilitated, and sadly depressed in spirits; pulse 
$ — pallid, but not foul; appetite bad; the bowels 
. ‘The wound looked angry, with.a thin sanious dis- 
The bone was evidently exfoliating; and it had very 

a venereal sore, but on this point she 

she never had the slightest taint, and 


water, and covered with oil-silk ; and the patient to have five 
grains a of potassium in infusion of cascarilla, three 
times a day. 

Sept, 21st.—The wound is looking cleaner and more healthy. 

parmesan ene of bone have come away; she is im- 
proving in health and in spirits. To have oxide of zinc oint- 
ment asa 

Oct, 17th.—Cured. 

Remarks by Mr. C .—‘*In these cases it is often ex- 
tremely difficult to arrive at the truth; not so much, I believe, 
froma want of readiness to disclose in confidence the unfaithful- 
ness“of a husband, but in reality from the circumstance of a 
chancre having passed unnoticed, and in all probability healed 
without.any inconvenience to the party. A similar state of 


arise in the higher stations of life, and demand 
many instances ve found it necessary to carry out such a 
course as’ I considered advisable, in toto the reverse of that 
whieh a patient would lead me to confide in. In confirmation 


NZAVI OVER THE ANGLES OF THE RIBS AND IN 
THE PERINZUM; SUCCESSFUL REMOVAL. 
Henry D—, aged ten months, was admitted into the 


June 27th, 1860,:under' the care of 
Mn nevi: one ef considerable size, 


irregular in shape, and about four inches in diameter, situated 
over the angles of the ribs, and extending into the a 
space; the other, about the size of a walnut, was sit 


in the perineum, and in uence 
from it the mother was i to seek for surgical aid. 

the 28th a needle, armed with strong twine, was twice passed 
through the base of the larger nevus, and firmly strangled the 
vitality of each half; subsequently it was surroanded with a 

ligature to ensure-a total destruction of the tumour, A day or 
two afterwards the child was attacked with whooping-cough, 

which required the usual treatment, and in no way was inter- 

fered with by the of the operation. In ten days the 
ligatures came away, leaving the tumour merely attached by a 

narrow pedicle; on this being divided, the mass was 

and speedily healed under an astringent dressing. The smaller 
naevus was treated by the free and frequent application of the 
nitrate of silver, and in due time totally disappeared. 


Medical Societies. 
ROYAL MEDICAL & CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY. 


Frmay, Apri 1861. 
Dr. Basixeton, Presipent, Iv THE CHAIR. 
Tus was a meeting to consider a proposal emanating from 
Society with the Pathological, Ob- 
ical Societies, and there was a very 
_ Dr. SteveKive having read the circular convening the meet- 


“Phe PRESIDENT said the first subject for consideration would — 
be, whether the proposed amalgamation would be for the benefit 
of science. The question bad originated with some members who 
thought such a union would be desirable, and it had been since 
considered by the Councils of the different bodies concerned. If 
the question should be carried in the affirmative, the members 
would next deliberate upon the best means of carrying out the 


r. CHaRLEs Hawks apologized for ing the position 
he assumed in bringing ‘eo aabiens before members, and 
expressed his conviction that if his p should be rejected, 
it would be due to the weakness of the advocate and not tothe 
resolution itself, It had been for many years a subject of deli- 
beration with him, whether the profession occupied the position — 
in the country to which it was entitled by its weight and in- 
fluence. When he first-entered it, the question of medical 
reform was being agitated, the termination of which was looked 
forward: to as a solution of all their difficulties, A great deal 
had been expected from the Medical Council, but it had become — 
evident that, however useful that body might be in transacting. 
its own business,-it was not at all uate to represent the 
th 


even = 


congratulate 


that 


CLINICAL RECORDS, 
| 
roposai, 
very 
feeb! 
regul 
char, 
mae 
assur 
; till the time of the accident had enjoyed good health. Or. | 
dered,—the wound to be dressed with lint soaked in warm | 
| they represented them well; but it had been abundantly proved, 
| that even the College of Physicians and the College of Surgeons 
could not unite upon one subject of great importance to the 
| profession. It wax, therefore; necessary ‘to look to another~ 
| body which should be able to put before the public the united 
| opinions of the profession; that was, in a scientific point of 
| view, for it was only in their characters as men of science that 
| they could expect to have any weight with the Government’ 
| and the country. There were — subjects <-— import- 
| ance coming under the cognizance of the public the Govern- » 
| ment from day'to day, and hitherto there had been no fair 
of what I am-now asserting, I may state that in the earl many questions that 
painful ‘nodes, ied by a distinctly marked crop of 
har belly many cases from his own medical attendant. The public 
as far as she knew; but Ido not-doubt fora moment what has | Simplest cases. | Then of the 
been the real state of things.in her case.” 
profession, and to the question of legal medical evidence given 
NE at trials, the present state of things was not one on which they 
could at ali themselves. (Hear) No doubt'the 
| public had a right to have themselves 
| they thought would most conduce to their health, or minister — 
to their fancies; fairly be- 
fore them the results of 
| tion of the profession, in regard to any practice or sd 
\ 


Royal Medical and Chirurgical, the Pathological, 
ical Societies united under 
different branches of medical science carried 


S 


with to 
they were often at a loss to deal. 
Dr. Ropert did not consider the 


PUP 


_Jated to assist in. the of science, No doubt the 


prosecution 
.Seciety could be improved, and he sho.ld be 


against any attempt to unite them. 
Mr. MAcILW AlN, while admitting the existence of many defeets 
in the Society /-vhich he said he had long since pointed out), did 
not think they could be remedied 
but by self-reli id that they had 
i any branch 


EE 


should be admitted in the ‘‘ Transactions” which bad 


a 
& 
| 
ef 
it 


Society weakened, he might say, wrthout 

was jealous of its honour, (Applause. ) 
Mr. Arnott said that, from the circular, it. to 

that the question brought ae 


“4 


him. 
If Dr. Meryon had had more expevi in the ing of the 
Society he would dies 
1535, the Society had ia the two previous years dwindled down 
from 158 Fellows to 123,:and the whole amount which he (Mr, 


to 
diminish the fands of the Suciety was of course calealated to 


granted. In the progress of science new subjects were.con- 
tinually rising up of more or less importance, and it was im- 


the various subjects in question. He 

that the subjects could never have been carried out so-well but 
for the steps that had been taken by the men who 

oats interested in them. 


Lit 
if 
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oa on be occupying general attention. The public were | and should object to an onslgynetion with them. The 
after not so ae ye for ranning after every wild | Societies were better + and he should raise his voite 
tome ofthe The hal ot eared 
just rights before the world, and on tor the paid 
a single subject, openly stated its united opinion id- 

the publia. Many this Society wes 

for the promotion of Medicine and Surgery and the collateral 
sciences; but had they carried out this charter? He thought | and surgical science. Hitherto they had permitt 
not; if they had, they would not have seen other Societies | to 
brought into existence, and successfully taking up branches of 
Medicine which they themselves had allowed to drop. Their 

was 

so far as they were brought to upon practice; but if they | m order to take up subjects with which they were periew 
Denait wonld be conferred upon the profeanon and the pa ic. | medical science, he could select four or five gentlemen from the 
At present the Society did not hold itself responsible for the | list of their own members, quite as competent to investigate:it 
opinions expressed in its ‘‘ Transactions ;” and hence the diffi- Unless they determined that 
culty of ascertaining the general opinions of the profession—a | they no power in their own body, he could mot see the 
tigating the state of Medicine in this country. One point con- | that Mr. Hawkins had not brought the question before the 
nected with the proposed scheme was, that the secretaries of | Society without having well canvassed its merits in ‘his own 

ap gran. mind, and he (Mr. Macilwain) would refrain from moving an 

‘be brought up and discussed by the members; thus ‘‘ striking | amendment upon the subject. Their best plan was to mend 
balance,” and from to year, the | their own ways. Far from desiring % see the force of the 

. mous opinion recently expressed in reference to hospitals for 
" ss He had no doubt as to the beneficial results 
j would ensue from the proposed scheme, Of course it 
could be modified in any way that might be desired. There | question they had to consider was whether rig) ea ainal- 
” _ was only one thing to which the Council would feel themselves aaa tend to the advancement of joal Science. 
bound, and that was, to establish a section for each Society. e financial question appeared to him to:have been shirked, 
‘He saw no difficulty in the way of applying for a supplemental 
. charter, to ive them the power they required. As to the 
Anata, Shah eos af veep 
pared with the question of amalgamation. People now doubted 

whether it was worth while to give three gui a year to the 
Medical and Chirurgical Society; but if all the branches of the 
profession were ineluded in it, there would, no doubt, be a 
considerable accession of numbers, and as large a Society would 
be formed as ever existed in this or any other country. Many | jeoparuize 1 © desired, in passing, to do justice to a man 
Questions were now escaping them thai ouuiss-to-de brought | whose absence they all regretted—one who had taken the most 
under their consideration, and were being taken up by laymen | active interest in restoring the Society to its former prestige— 
bring Galt Dr. Elliotson. (Hear.) It ought to be remembered.that the 

5 own. He uded by moving, ‘‘ That in the opinion of this | Society dated back asfar as 1805, and had published some very 
, —- it would tend to the advancement of medical science | valuable ‘‘ Transactions” before the Government Charter was 
Were 
. bead, an possible for any one Society to em themall, From 
_ @ut in corresponding sections of one Society.” time of Charles IL to the beginning of the present century, the 
Dr. Meryon, in seconding the motion, referred to the diffi- | Royal Society embraced all Nataral Science; but would.aay 
_ eonclusion 4s to the opinions of the profession in this country | Natural History, Botany, and Geography would have ad 

on. subjects connected with medical science and practice. He 
contended that the amalgamation would be highly advan- | Royal Society? The Academy of Medicine: at Paris had been 
_ tageous to the profession and the public, especially in enlight- | referred to; but the Sungicel and Pathological Sooistine of 
ening the latter on points upon which at present they were | Paris do not belong to the Academy of Medicine: they stood 
_lamentably ignorant. he upon an independent footing. It had been said that the fault 
a secondary matter, but he believed the Society wo lay in their own Society, and that they could have taken. 
_ fands instead of losing. He had himself been 
eight or nine gentlemen to them as mem 
Of the profession. He then alluded to the. probab 
united Society in Burlington H 
the additional prestige which it would thereby acquire, looked at askance by the various hospi i ot conse 
brought into closer connexion with the Government, their support. He did not believe that that Society..w 
would, he thought, be glad to have such a body of men to | have done one-tenth of the work it had achieved if it had not 

questions with which 

Dro} at all 
a glad to see many | 
: Improvements introduced; but he did not see how the various 
a » Sorieties could work satisfactorily together. He believed such | 
amalgamation would be the ruin of the Society. (Hear.) 
y~ ‘There had been many just causes of complaint in the past pro- | pressed as to the elevated position the Society myeyer = sf 
“ ‘ @eedings, Papers, for instance, had been rejected which never | if the proposed amalgamation were effected, but he beli 
os @ught to have been thrown aside, and men_had been placed | the expectation would not be realized. Although their own 
a upon the Council who had acquired no distinction in. any de- | Society might be benefited, the other Sucieties would. cer- 
~ Society? He did not.approve of their proceedings, | would be certain, while the ‘to their own was only 
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pears He would therefore move a direct negative to 
— which had been submitted by Mr. Hawkins. 

Dr. Wesnsrer concurred in the sentiments of Dr, Copland. 

to him that the financial question had not been 

attended to. He found that out of the 331 resident 


The PrestpENT thought it would be advisable to confine the 
discussion to the scientific aspect of the question. 

Dr. Wenstzr considered that science would be better pro- 
moted b alla- 


He supposed that such an i 
regulated or unanimity attained where there were 
seven presidents and secretaries had never before been 
except in connexion with the Social Science 
erratic body, all the sections of which assembled at the same 
He would be 
tion desired by Mr. 
amalgamation would reason 
improvement which had been made 
carried out by themselves. The 
be divided into sections, and any question of 
a particular section; a chair- 
for the time bein 


in Paris, and give their younger brethren 
It was deplorable to find that 
almost confined to the junior 


FF 


which he had taken it up. 
0 doubt as to the power of the 
different objects in question, the 
expressly graiied fur tae of 
’and the branches of science connected with them.” 
Mr. neither the Medical 
represen profession, and that 
wha 


ip 


4 


means by which that result was to be obtained. There 
‘Was no need to consult other societies, since the power of form- 
ing sections rested with themselves. Dr. O’Connor, somewhat 
in a spirit of irony, stated that he was surprised that, in order 
to complete the absurdity of carrying out Mr. Hawkins’ pro- 

dd plan of ing the Society, the Pharmaceutical was 
not included in those to be destroyed by the monopolists. Its 


had 

been tolerated but for a certain agency and power. And it 

founders of the Society, who was then present, and who 
had been a fellow for twenty-seven or twenty-eight years, had 
never yet been placed on the Council. 

Dr, Druirr was greatly impressed with the advantage of 
Mr, Hawkins’ and the opposing arguments appeared 
to him well calculated to show its value. It would be:a great 


advantage, to young members especially, to be able to join a 

necessity of paying subscriptions. He did not think 
the funds would be diminished, as weed naturally be a 


large influx of new members. The shortcomings of the Society 


ought not to be alleged as an excuse for not adopting the pro- 
scheme, It was said that they wanted sections, and 
were sections already formed that ought never to have 
been established, and that were ready to be united to the 


t stock. At present the public were becoming aware 
the favourite with Medical Societies those 


Nag whilst hospitals 
were established for special diseases conditions which 
brought about those diseases should meet with no remonstrance, 
He the bers not to decide hastily. 

Dr. Stewart thought it most undesirable, at a period when 
the duties of medical men were becoming so onerous, that in- 
stead of concentrating they should be diffusing more and more 
the opportunities of acquiring and imparting information and 
working for the advancement of science. present state of 
things often prevented the attendance of those members whom 
they most desired to see amongst them. Eight years ago he 
begged that for the sake of science and of the junior members 
the senior fellows would more frequently attend and give them 
the benefit of their matured opinions; but unfortunately the 
attendance of the heads of the profession had been less during 
the last ten years than it had ever been before. Hitherto the 
Society had plumed itself on not giving any collective opinion 
on the subjects brought before it, hence the difficulty, 
often felt and expressed by foreigners, of ascertaining the gene- 
ral opinion of the profession in England on any particalar topic. 
By the concentration of the Societies and the appointment of 
committees of investigation on different subjects this evil would 


multiplication of Societies. Their tendency would no doubt 
be to sink, the members gradually dropping off and joining the 
which should do justice to the science of medicine cognate 
subjects? If they continued to shat themselves up in their 
own exclusiveness, and the senior members did not attend the 
meetings, the Society need not indulge the pleasant idea that 
it would go down to posterity in its original greatness; but if 
they were true to dennatees they would increase not only 
their numbers but their fame. 


the profession to which he was devoted. He should not object 
to the estublishment of a new organization which should be a 
development of the present state of thi and by which the 
various Societies might preserve their individuality, administer 
their own funds, and so maintain that life and energy which he 
believed would be lost by the p scheme. 


forget 
itself was objected to by t 
inciple and of time. The 
the principle 


were many 


to the 
Body that the profession 


promise, 


which were most li to bring in a ready money return to 


would properly come before the Society. (Hear.} 
put the motion, which was adopted bya 
it 
th wes then the further consideration of 
the subject to a fature - 
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those who introduced them. There were, however, a large 
number of subjects on the borders of medicine at present in a 
nebular condition, but closely connected with the interests of 
It humanity, which could scarcely be considered remunerative to 
those who engaged in them, but the consideration of which by 
Fellows of the Society, a very large proportion belonged to the | the Society could not fail to be beneficial to the public and the 
other Societies, and one-half belonged to the Pathological 
Society. The Medical and Chirurgical Society had the best men 
amongst them, and it was not likely that there would be any 
considerable accession to their number. 
there were twenty-seven medical societies in that city, inde- 
pendently of the Academy. (Hear.) 
Mr. Acton said he thought sufficient evidence had been laid 
before them to show that the Society had not been properly 
conducted, and that it did not represent the profession at 
| be to a large extent remedied, and a great benefit wou 
| conferred on medical science, Nothing was gained by the 
tion would then report to the general body, and the question 
could be discuseed Feely as in other societies. It was an un- 
fortunate thing sy the senior members did not attend the 
Meetings as 
the benetit of theit 
in London the disco 
members, Mr. Hawkins was fully justined in having broug 
| question before the Society, and deserved the thanks of | Dr, T: rer Smurn considered the present discussion some- 
professi what pr mature, since they were without any information as 
Dr. O’Cox to the seitiments of the Societies sought to be united. If the 
Council to resolutio: were now passed, it might be received adversely by 
charter bein tue other bodies, (rear, hear.) He was act opposed to union, 
’ but he ob, ected to the simple merging of the other bodies into 
, the Medival and Chirurgical Society under its present name, 
which certainly did not typify or represent the department of 
represent the general y. The boundaries of the Society 
to be extended; but he did not agree with Mr. Hawkins 
T. DALASR 
Pathological Society, and the only allusions he had heard 
made to it were in the way of ridicule, so that it did not ap- 
pear probable that the proposal would be entertained. 
Omission from the list would probably account for the fact, that | Mr. Cuartes Hawkins, in replying, said that a commence- 
in the new arrangement there is to be no section for materia | ment must be made somewhere, ay a other Societies, before 
medica and therapeutics—a branch of medical science of which | discussing the subject, would naturally desire to know whether 
the Fellows of the Society were fearfully ignorant. The | the Medical and Chirurgical would open its doors to them. 
Medical and Chirargical Society as it existed had many faults. | Greatly as he respected the senior members, he — = 
y 
the pre- 
| details 
. The 
| increase of members would prevent any loss of funds; for there 
rsons who now declined paying three guineas a 
e members = 
at 
whole 
scheme itself; but in every change there must be some com- 
Pa and it would be no doubt an advantage to include 
the different Societies already formed for the consideration of 
mee subjects. Those Societies contained to a large extent 
the same members, often had the same Presidents, and met in 
| the same place, only on different days, to consider subjects that 
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Dr. Tyter Presrpentr, THe 


Tue following gentlemen were ‘or election as ordi- 
nary Fellows:—G, F. Farr, Esq., Union-street; S. D. Goss, 
Eeq., Blackfriars-road ; Chas. Hutton, M.D., Lowndes-street ; 
John Mathews, M.D., Mylne-street; W. Alex. Russell, 

St. Albans; Andrew Sisson, Esq., Reigate. 


DIFFICULT POSITION OF THE HEADS IN TWIN LABOUR, 
BY TIMOTHY POLLOCK, M.D., F.R.C.S, 


Mrs. ——, aged twenty-five, her first pregnancy, and at her 
full time, was seized with labour pains at two o'clock a.m. on 
the 2ist of February last. At ten o'clock p.m. the os uteri 
was sufficiently dilated, and the presenting part—the breech— 
low enough to allow of the lower extremities being brought 
down. In using the necessary force to extract the trunk and 
head, an unusual elastic resistance the delivery. 
Between eleven and twelve o'clock p.m. the trunk was de- 
livered with a head, which proved to be that of another child. 
On making an examination, the lower jaw of one child was 
found lying across the lower jaw of the other, and both com- 

ly locked. Thus the head of the first child dragged down 

head of the second, and the head of the second held back 
that of the first, and produced that peculiar elastic resistance 
which was experienced in effecting the delivery of the first 
child. The labour was completed a few minutes before twelve 
v.M. Both children dead. The mother recovered without an 
untoward symptom, 


CASE OF PRESENTATION OF THE RIGHT SHOULDER AND ARM; 
SPONTANEOUS EVOLUTION, 
BY CHARLES MAYO, ESQ, F.R.C.3., WINCHESTER, 
(Communicated by Dn. Davtrt.) 

The arm presented, and it was found impossible, owing to 
the strong contraction of the uterus, to turn. In the absence 
of the medical attendant the child was expelled, evolution 
taking place, 
ON THE INDICATIONS AND OPERATIONS FOR THE INDUCTION 

OF PREMATURE LABOUR, AND FOR THE ACCELERATION 
OF LABOUR. 


BY ROBERT BARNES, M.D., F.R.C.P., 


ASSISTANT OBSTETRIC PHYSICIAN TO THE LONDON HOSPITAL, PHYSICIAN 
TO THE ROYAL MATERNITY CHARITY, ETC. 


The author, in referring to the history of this operation, ob- 
served that it proved conclusively the use of an Obstetrical 
Society. Before the ion was adopted, a consultation of 
eminent men met to discuss it. Under this sanction it was 
practised for a time; then became almost obsolete and for- 
pe Had an Association been founded a hundred years 

London, when the operation took its rise, this, one of t' 
most beneficent improvements in conservative midwifery could 
not have been . The author traced the history of the 
various modes of inducing labour, discussing the action and 
merits of each. He first pointed out the essential distinction 
between the deliberate induction of labour and the precipitate 
accouchement on of the older French practitioners, The only 
method used for a long time was the puncture of the amniotic 
sac directly over the os uteri. Experience showing that the 
premature escape of the liquor amnii led to the frequent peri 
of the child from pe earns in being forced through an 

r wee f dilated cervix, Hamilton, to obviate this objection, 
tuted the separation of the membranes for a given 
from the lower segment of the uterus ; and Hopkins the 
sac at a point remote from the os. Others gave ergot of rye. 
Merrem and Krause, in Germany, placed a flexible catheter in 
the uterus, leaving it there to excite pains. This plan was 


now adopted by Braun, of Vienna, who spoke highly of it. In |’ 


1820, Briioaiaghausen led the way in a series of proceedings for 
dilating the cervix by plugs and instruments of various kinds, 
In 1842, Hiiter proposed to expand the vagina by inflatin 
bladders introduced in a flaccid state. Braun then introd 

his caoutchouec colpeurynter. These contrivances have been 
followed by inflammation of the genitals and death. The 
plication of the irritation of the breasts, of the 
carbonic acid gas dovche, were adverted to. The carbonic acid 
douche to the vagina had caused sudden death in the hands of 
Scanzoni. In 1846, Kiwisch introduced the vaginal warm- 
water 3 soon after Cohen, of Hamburgh, revived a pro- 


position of Schweighaliser in 1825, to inject water into the 
cavity of the uterus, This, the intra-uterine douche, was now 
extensively used. The action and merits of the douche were 
discussed. Although easy and convenient, it was not free from 
objections. Dr. Guillier had related a case in which sudden 
death followed a vaginal douche, it being conjectured that air 
had passed with water through the Fallopian tubes into the 
peritoneum, Other fatal cases are known. The free injection 
of water into the uterus might detach the placenta ; it might 
stretch the imperfectly developed uterine bres beyond their 
power of reaction, causing paralysis, The author then ad verted 
to the recent application of the caoutchouc dilator inside the 
os and cervix uteri for the purpose of dilating these structures, 
He quoted the case of Mr. Murray, and referred to the claims 
of Dr. Keiller and Dr, Storer. He then related two cases of 
placenta via, in which he had himself accelerated labour, 
successfully opening the cervix for delivery by turning by aid 
of water-power applied to the interior of the cervix, He also 
related the histories of three cases in which labour was induced 
and accelerated by the same metho!: one being a case of dis- 
tortion of the pelvis simply, one of distortion complicated with 
cicatrized os, and one of almost complete obliteration of the 
cervix by cicatricial tissue. He described the instruments em- 
ployed, and the advantages attending their use. The caout- 
chouc dilator acted gradually and gently ; unlike the douche, it 
admitted of being applied to the exact spot where a dilating and 
exciting force was required ; as a means of overcoming rigidity, 
it was more certain and efficient than any other, supersedi 
bleeding, incisions, tartar emetic, and the stretching by the 

As an accelerator of labour, it was so perfect as to 
supersede altogether the accouchement forcé, an operation which 
might now be exploded, It enabled the practitioner to deliver 
almost at will, not only on a fixed day, but at a predetermined 
hour, a power that gave us control over cases of convulsions, 
obstinate vomiting, exhaustion from disease or hemorrh 
much needed and not hitherto connexion with 
this subject, Dr. Barnes adverted to the importance of the 
method described by Dr. Brax on Hicks, of turning without 
passing more than t wo fingers into the uterus, by combined in- 
ternal and external manipulation. Whenever expulsive pains 
could not be excited, this operation enabled the practitioner to 
complete the delivery on the spot. 

The author concluded by classifying the methods of inducing 
labour according to their therapeutical application. They 
should be divided into—A. Preparatory measures. B. Labour- 

vocative measures, C. Labour-accelerating measures. He 
insisted mach upon this division, believing that in many cases 
no one method could be relied upon, but that it was desirable 
to proceed in regular gradation through the stages of prepara- 
tion of the soft passages, the evocation of contractile energy, 
and the acceleration of delivery, selecting in each stage 
means as were most suitable. By the judicious consecutive 
use of these means we had it in our power to terminate a labour 
with certainty within a given time, and that with « greater 
amount of ease and security to the mother and child than had 


| been hitherto attained. This increased perfection of the opera- 
tion justified the hope that it might be applied to the relief of 
emergencies and dangers, which had heretofore baffled the skill 
of the pe. 
Mr. Baker Brown thought that Dr. Barnes, in his admirable 
, had exhausted the subject. 
i. valug, and, coming from a Society like this, would 
afford support and encourayement to obstetric practitioners, 
especially in the country, and enable them to induce prema- 
ill opposed a proceeding. r. wo hoped that 
Barnes would follow up the ar and in a subsequent paper 
treat of the indications which called for the induction of pre- 
mature labour. He agreed with Dr, Barnes as to the little 
value to be placed on statistics in this subject; and = 
that the well-recorded cases of individual practitioners in mid- 
| wifery were of greater intrinsic worth, and therefore more 
reliable, than a mass of figures tabulated together to form sta- 
tistical tables, often so arranged as to carry out the peculiar 
views of the individual compiler. He was glad to find, from 
| the tables which the author had placed before the Society, that 
the most successful mode of inducing premature labonr yet 
prema was that of puncturing the membranes. Mr. Brown 
ad now for a period of twenty-five years ent this mode 
| of treatment in many cases, and could not recollect the loss of 
| a single child or mother, He had tried the injection of hot 
and cold water into the vagina, as at one time so strongly re- 
commended, and had found it so uncertain and tedious as to 
compel him to discontinue its use. The new plan that Dr, 
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» Barnes now recommended was evidently an excellent one, and 
: differed. from Dr. Keiller’s only in the.use of water instead of 
air. He emphatically said ** Dr. Keiller’s,” because the plan 
bad been unjustly ascribed to Mr. Murray, who was an assis- 
' tant,te that gentleman. Mr. Brown was much interested in 
the two cases recorded by Dr. Barnes of incision of the os uteri 
~ before. he could to bring on premature labour. This 
Tega tf commended, as it was well known 
_ $0, every practical aecoucheur that in primiparous cases the os, 
» when rigid and unyielding, was frequently lacerated by the 
‘violent expulsive uterine e and yet no harm occurred to 
“the woman from. such laceration. So self-evident was this, 
that some gentlemen were in the habit of dividing the os with 
. @ bistoury, and by so accelerating labour prevent the chance of 
laeeration. Mr. Brown could bear out from his surgical expe- 
» wience of operations on the os, that the proceeding could be 
_had_recourse to with safety and advantage. 
Dr. Priestury. said the Society was much indebted to Dr. 
* Barnes for his able paper. He quite agreed that the induction 
‘of premature labour was one of the most important innovations 
which had. been made in midwifery, and every contribution 
which tended towards the perfection of the operation deserved 
the utmost attention. Nothing, however, showed more con- 
clusively the difficulty and uncertainty of performing it in 
. Certain cases than the diversity of methods which had been 
Dr. Barnes had enumerated almost a dozen methods 
_ of indueing premature labour, and proposed to add another to 
» the list. (Dr. Priestley) was little acquainted as yet with 
the method of inducing labour by caoutchouc dilators, although 
he knew his friend Dr. Keiller, of Edinburgh, had taken great 
pains in adapting them to various obstetric purposes, and he 
a read with interest the case described by Mr. Murray. 
“He must, nevertheless, protest against the opinions expressed 
by the author of the r, and endorsed by Mr. Baker ‘ 
-@oncerning the value of statistics in determining questions of 
Fagan Whatever might be the value of individual observa- 
: and experience, they formed but very limited data on 
~‘which to found conclusions, and it must be borne in 
wimind that statistics were really ing more than the results 
of ‘personal ividuals arranged and 
‘tabulated. That statistics might be abused was no valid argu- 
Ment against their legitimate use. It was well known that 
‘impressions 


but did 
t. of 


if 
i 


roper tions, dis- 
of water into the uterus, 


of premature labour, 


and had employed severat of the methods which had been 
posed, In the early 
inal mode—that by the stilet, first-performed in 1756 by Dr. 
the celleague.of Dr. William Huuter. 
Davis) made a small a: re, so as to ensure a gradual 
of the liquor amnii. several cases consecutively thi 


escape 
the-ehtidren 


of the liquor amnii to defend it. Since the occurrence of those 
cases he never, except where 
the indication, resorted to the di 


first, if spractieable, 


: 
Fee, 


By 


es in placing it before the. forceps. After the useofthe 
forceps, he held Se 


most-im 


durin 
and hemorrhage. The weak point of. the 
or even a week before it came on. Theeonly death which 

uterine douche or injection, occurred 
mode of pro- 
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was perfectly successful as to the mother, and 
also; but two. cases came in succession, W 
the children were still-born, which it seemed to him was due 
| to the pressure exerted on the.body of the child in the absence 
a great object with obstetricians to save the bag of liquor amnii 
| for the labour, as being Nature’s providential arrangement for 
safely dilating the genital passages, and at the same time for 
| defending ee His practice now, 
e waters intact, if possible. He 
proceeded by introducing the index ‘finger 
through the os uteri, and upwards outside the mem- 
, a8 far as he could reach ; he then swept around it, thus 
| dislodging the macous plug, and separating the membranes to a 
extent. He subsequently a piece of 
nee oiled, as large as could be passed with- 
out much difftealty. here the os uteri:-would not admit the 
finger, he commenced with a tent; supporting it with a 
He had found 
to of an i i Up, 
half ‘way into’ the uterus, 
drawing off and it in for -five- hours, 
secured in sitd by tapes, so as to. prevent its slipping out 
again. This he found toanswer only in one recent ant titer 
came on in four hours. He had also employed, and with suc- 
cess, the method usually accredited to Dr. Cohen, of Ham- 
| burgh, consisting of: the«injection»of water into the uterine 
Wiven,practice were liable to erroneous until the account 
_@ame to be cast up and the results shown in figures. In deter- 
mining the safety to mother and child of the several methods 
‘of ing labour, statistics were particularly valuable; and | stroyed too frequently under its influence. He must say. that 
more conclave of the advantage of one with: Dr. Barnes's. paper, and with his 
saved elastic dilator, water being the medium, as a 
Sby Dr. Hamilton, who separated ae not og the os uteri, and so of inducing labor. Any 
them, as contrasted with the 45 per c Dr. revious resources for the induction of labour, 
the peo-contege ject the aaving of the liquor amnii for the use- 
“varions. medes. which had been sugges be considered a great improvement in 
personally found the injection of tepid 
teri the simplest and the best. It need 
elastic catheter adapted te a paper and the discussion which. had followed.it. The 
“the operation was almost a tself was most important; and the intrinsic excellence 
formed, and usually. brought. on lal per, and the original proposals which had been made 
hours. The water so.injected. had ¢ author, would do much to attract the attention of. the 
te the placenta, and one profession to the induction of premature labour. In proper 
“Which air had entered the uterine veins during the operation | cases it 
“and.caused the death of the patient; but it must be recollected | was still only in its infancy. hat bad. place would.no 
that such alarming results were extremely rare, and probably |.doubt lead to its more extended adeption. He did not.think 
might be entirely avoided by heshould have found anyone eager | a higher opinion of; this 
_pdvantage of injecting a large qu operation than himself, but.he could not quite agree with Dr. 
gecording to-Cohen’s method, until the patient complained o 
_adeeling of distension, had not been alluded to.. By distending 
the lower segment of the altering the ovoid form - ric 
“he organ the child was very li tried most e met o ing whi 
“Twice hea Dr. Priestley witnessed | proposed, and for some locked tie vagieal injer- 
Sa? a case where: he induced labour some time ago for | tions of Kiwisch (which he was the:first.to use in this country) 
Mr. Fergusson, of Notting-hill, the head distinctly presented | as far better than puncture of the membranes or any other-plan. 
lwhen the water was injected, but when labour came on the | For the last uterme 
.hild presented by the-feet. Latterly he had taken. the pre- | injections, and had. them an improvement upon the 
.@aution to inject not more than four or six ounces of water, | method of Kiwisch. He had.not known of any accident from 
which was usually effective, and less likely to alter the pre- | the vaginal douche, except.in a patient whose case had been 
eentation, The dilatation by caoutchouc bags might prove | commapicated to him, and who was placed in a cold bath 
. serviceable in certain eases, but under ordinary circumstances 
_ he was well satisfied with the injection of warm water. 
Dr. Hatt Davis remarked that, in connexion with the 
- Royal Maternity Charity and other institutions during many 
«years, he had frequently been ee on account of vari- 
ous indications, to resort to the ind Po 


{Arrm 13, 1861. 


ducing laboar. hed bem 0 
of warm water, of the temperature of the blood, into the 
uterus, through i catheter or tube four or five inches 
into the uterus, The injection of fluid should be gentle, 
care being taken not to inject air. He had never known the 

time of using the injection, and y it com- 
menced immediately. So far there seemed little to be desired, 
He had never known hemorrhage to be produced by its use. 
He could not join in the light estimate which had been taken 
of midwifery statistics. i i 
value, and their collection was one of the most useful 


should certainly try the ingenious 
It might be necessary to 


CHEMICAL SOUCIETY.. 


Mr. T. K. read a papenan the. 
INFLUENCE OF ©ZONE ON ORGANIC SUBSTANCES. 


on oxygen, by evaporation, and the respiration of 


hydrogen wih 


autozone, erick wo would account for 


author taking 
ordinary test of ozone, the 
suggested by Dr. eg and himself—viz., an estimate of the 
amount of alkali set free from iodide of potassium. 


acid and water; what becomes of the nitrogea 
of be the first physical sign 


occasion to point out the i of the. 


The author then detailed, as far as at present known, the 


effects of ozone—Ist, on pure organic bodies ; 2nd, when in- 
haled; and, 3rd, when taken into the alimentary 
shaken with ozone is in a few hours blackened ; subsequently 
it is entirely oxidized, leavin 
matter. 


canal, Blood 
little or no trace of o 

The only known p ucts of this action are carbon 


of dege- 
neration. in the body 
arterial to venous su omy peration of an, 
identical cause; but it remains whether any 
similar degeneration, accompanied by the generation of | 
actually occurs in the body as a result of the ministration 
the to the function of nutrition. 
Mr. Hornidge then stated that no other 
are acted ou to the same extent as blood. 


ing a belief that t en of its action was due 
ozone, 


and Hotices of Banks 


nd Observations on Natural History, Anatomy, 

logy, Psychology, and Geology. By Joux Hunrer, F. r 

Being his Posthumous Papers on those subjects, 

and revised, with —— to which are added, the / 
Lettures-on. the Hunterian Collection of Fossil 


tory 
Gen FRA DOL b 
Owen, F.R.S., D.C.L., &. Cage of Sarge, ato” 


(SECOND NOTICE. ) 

Tr is only by the carefal study of the wonderfully varied.and 
original series of papers which are contained in these volumes. 
that the wide. grasp and comprehensive power of Hunter's 
mind ean be appreciated. We see here the self-taught philo- 


sopher grappling with the difficulties of nearly every branch of 
natural science. We trace his work and wateh the evolution 

of his thoughts as he daily and hourly laboured faithfully to — 


“Th first volume opens with observations on Natural History. _ 


Hunter commences, ab initio, by discussing the first origin of | 


lous;” but that ‘‘we have every reason to suppose there-awas a. 
period in time in which every species of natural production was— 
the same; there being then no variety in any species, but the. 
variations taking place over the surface of the earth, The» 
varieties [so produced) are but few,-and are still existing in | 
what may be called the ‘natural’ animal. Also civilization», 
has made varieties in many species and without number, whieh. 
are the ‘ domesticated.’” Here :the great question of the 
gin of species, of which Mr. Darwin has attempted a solution, — 
is thrown into the field. This question obviously agitateds, 
Hunter’s mind. At another place (p. 37) he puts it-aanmew 


REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS, 
cervix uteri enti to great respect; an e shonid certainly 
feel it a grave accident if, at any time during labour, the cervix 
were lacerated so as to allow the head to pass through it sud- | 
denly. Any new method of inducing labourswith safety and 
certainty would, he had no doubt, receive due attention. He | 
| completely destroyed ; casein 
| excretory matters, as bile freed mucus, fat, ing 
| matter, urea, aliantoin, alloxan, kreatin, are unaffected. — 
are fibrin, gelatin, and sugar, although they are oxida 
incur the r producing contusion or rupture of the lower | account of the which they contain. 
ag hee the uterus, as the amount of fluid pressure which could The author also referred to Prof. Hoppe’s experiments.on 
brought to bear was enormous. He considered that Dr. y £ 
Barnes had earned the gratitude of the Society by the manner 
subject before it. | 
Dr. Banyes, in reply, said that if it was found that out of 
1000 labours in England 5 women died, whilst 15 or 20 died 
abroad, that might justify the conclusion that English mid- 
sought to extract pathological and therapeutical laws from the 
many complications and: di ing causes as to: a 
conclusions unsafe, his observation he saw 
by puncturing the membranes too early the ehild’s life w 
imperilled by the head being driven against or through 
cervix uteri, he was convinced of 
error of practice, and was in a position from which 
could not be dislodged ‘by the abstracted facts of statistical 
tables, which could not be subjected to cross-examination and 
Verification. In reference to the method of inducing laboar | 
which he had brought forward, he disclaimed the idea of ad- | 
it to the exclusion of others; he rather insisted npon | 
the necessity of observing the three stages he had defined— 
paration, provocation, acceleration ; and pointed out that | 
by dae olmervance a this principle and the proper application | 
the caoutchouc dilater to the cervix, andthe improved 
method of turning, the induction of labour was no longer a 
matter of uncertainty as to time, but one completely within 
our control, 
j 
: The author, after observing that the reactions of ozone on 
| organic substances had suggested the idea that it plays some | 
partin the preeesses of nutrition, took a survey of its sources | 
and mature. He referred to its generation by electrical dis- | 
y Schoabem, which rega as | 
dition of ‘‘ positive” oxygen, or autozone. He referred to the 
two classes of peroxides ensuing from this difference: the per- 
autozone ; and the peroxides of vertain metals ozoue, illustrating exactly :-— 
their cont natures by that beautiful experiment—the mu- “D not’ the »nataral: gradation of animals from oneste 
of investigation gradually lead to knowledge. spe-. 
cies? Are-we not led on to the wolf by the gradual. affinity, 
of the different varieties in the dog? Coald we not trace out — 
the gradation in the cat, horse, cow, sheep, fowl, &c.,.ima. 
like manner?” 
The great oxidizing powers of ozone were then dwelt upon, | The answer to these questions is not yet given. The “‘ origin — 
and its consequent.service.as-the disinfectant of nature, the | of species” is amongst the problems of natural history which. . 


$68 Te Lancer,) 


(Apa 13, 1861. 


best deserve the study of naturalists; and in the remarks of 
Hunter we may trace his opinion that the existing species are 
varieties of the original, in the natural animal as in the domes- 
ticated; while from his observations on the varieties of animals, 
the origin of species, and the progression and declension of 
perfection in animals (pp. 36—38), we may see how carefully 
he had thought on the subject. 

Pursuing his thoughts on Natural History, Hunter deals 
with the principle of classification; and here we find him 
catching a glimpse of the grand principles of unity of plan and 
of homologies of parts which Owen and Cuvier have in our day 
eievated to the first place amongst the Jaws by which we can 
trace the divine plan and harmony in creation, Here are the 
words of the text :— 

“*We may observe that in natural things nothing stands 
alone; that everything in nature has a relation to or connexion 
with some other natural production or productions; and that 
each is composed of parts common to most others, but diffe- 
rently arranged. Therefore in every natural production there 
is an appearance of affinity in some of the of its com- 

ition [with those of another natural production] ; and where 

are the greatest number of these affinities or [correspond- 
ing] parts, as also the closer the correspondence or affini 
one production with those of another, the 

productions] allied.”—p. 9, vol. i. 

Professor Owen, to whom are due the few interpolated words 
which help to make clear the full meaning of Hunter’s in- 
volved phrases, compares this paragraph with an axiom of 
Cuvier, who says :— 

**Deux espdces quelconques d’étres organisés ont nécessaire- 

ment quelques points d’organisation par lesquels elles se res- 
semblent, Ces points d’organisation sont ce qu’on nomme leurs 
rapports naturels. Plus, pean nombreux; plus, ces rapports 
sont grands.” 
It will be seen how completely Hunter had anticipated this 
view. He seems to have had a similar insight into the laws of 
morphological development, which are amongst the most 
modern acquisitions of science, for in the next page he ob- 
serves :— 

“Nature in her first formation of bodies seems to have been 
particularly careful of forms, establishing a principle of forma- 
tion in every distinct class of beings, whether mineral, vege- 
table, or animal; which principle becomes the future guide 
from which every mechanical property arises,””—p. 10. 

Hunter’s remarks on Systems of Classification are singularly 
ingenious and to the point. He detects the artificial character 
of the early classifications of Linneus and points out their 
errors (p. 25). He suggests classifications of animals according 
to their hearts, their breathing organs, their brains, their 
modes of generation, of coitus, their temperature, their size, 
their elements; and for all this he has overflowing illustrations, 
to which Professor Owen has lent a double value by adding 
the references to the Hunterian preparations bearing on these 
points, and here and there noting striking truths and inci- 
dental errors. Thus it may be noted that Hunter seems to 
have had a perception of the molluscous sub-kingdom of Cuvier 
asa great natural subdivision of the animal kingdom (p. 25); 
that he had anticipated Merrem, Latreille, and Dr. Gray in 
separating the crocodiles from the amphibia of Linnzus (p. 31). 
Farther on Hunter distinctly enunciates the principle of dif- 
ferentiation of structure, which is now so striking a feature in 
the exposition of comparative development. We give the 
words 

**Nature has in the most animals formed parts 
distinct from one another different 
operations of the body; whereas in the more imperfect she 
has huddled parts together, and made some serve two purposes, 
or has joined two into one: for instance, the ureters of birds 
enter t 
the anus,” 


We may find here precisely prefigured the theory of Von 
* Tableau Elémentaire de I'Histoire Naturelle des Animaux, p. 15, 8vo, 
3798, (Ar. 


anus; the penis, vasa deferentia, or oviducts, enter 


Baer—a theory by which we now as we ascend the 
scale of being from Plant to Animal, “a differentiation of the 
body into organic systems, and of these again into separate and 
more individualized sections.” Hunter quotes a familiar ex- 
ample from those most commonly under his eye, We trace 
now a gradual differentiation of structure extending from the 
simplest zoophyte, which is perfectly homogeneous, through 
the lower molluscs, where all the parts are merely repetitions 
of each other, and, when detached, capable of independent 
existence; through the echinodermata, where there is a precise 
repetition of similar parts around a common centre; through 
the vertebrata, where we may watch the many-jointed, rod- 
like appendage of the lepidosiren repeated a hundredfold or 
more in the digital rays supporting each of the pectoral and 
ventral fins of fishes; and passing thence through the extinct 
enaliosauria to the typical reptiles, find the number of those 
multiplied digits gradually diminishing as they undergo a diffe- 
rentiation of function, until we discover them metamorphosed 
into the various endowed bones of the hand and foot of man.* 
And in man, standing at the head of creation, we may find 
every part of the organism so differentiated or specialized that 


ty | no one part is a repetition of the other, except of the corre- 


sponding part on the opposite side of the body. 

The originality and marvellous grasp of thought displayed 
by these anticipations of the greatest generalizations at which 
naturalists have since arrived, cannot but greatly increase the 
esteem in which the mind of Hunter is held. Without pretend- 
ing to have searched these volumes so accurately as to have 
traced all the indications of abstract principles which they 
contain, we will add one more passage, which will show that 
John Hunter had the clearest perception of another great law of 
animal creation, which is amongst the grandest generalizations 
of science, and of which modery savans have disputed the dis- 
covery. Hunter in these papers (‘‘ Principles of Animal De- 
velopment,” vol. i., p. 203) calls attention to the resemblance 
of the embryo in its early phases of existence to animals lower 
in the chain of being, and in pointing out the close correspond- 
ence between the embryoes of the more “ perfect” with the 
more “ imperfect” vertebrates, he attained to the demonstra- 
tion of one of the highest proofs of unity in the diversity of 
creation. Hunter’s words are very unequivocal :-—— 

‘* If we were capable of following the of increase of 

most perfect animal, as t 


perfection, we should y be able to com it with 
some one of the incomplete animals themselves, of every order 
of animals in the creation, being at no stage different from some 
of the inferior orders, Or, in other words, if we were to take 
a series of animals from the more imperfect to the perfect, we 
should probably find an imperfect animal corresponding with 
some stage of the most perfect,” 

This statement it is one of the highest triumphs of embryo- 
logists and philosophers to have verified. At first it was de- 
duced from their resemblance ‘‘ that the higher animals, in the 
progress of their development, pass through a series of forms 
corresponding with those that remained permanent in the 
lower parts of the animal scale.” Professor Owen, however, 
has shown that this is not so, but that in the process of de- 
velopment the vertebrate embryo passes t: »» the common state 
of the cellular protozoon to the vertebrate type without pass- 
ing through the radiate, articular, and molluscous types. Thus 
the law of embryogenic resemblances which Hunter enunciates 
is referred to the same great unific principle which guides the 
system of homology and of differentiation, all turning alike 
upon the evolution of the special from the general, and governed 
from that inner soul of harmony which binds all to unity of 
cellular origin, while it produces diversity according to the 
sub-laws of homology of shape, and differentiation of function. 

We pass regretfully from the review of these fragments of 
Hunter’s observations on natural history, nor can we do 80 


* See Owen on the Nature of Limbs, 
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without calling for a tribute of admiration to the exact inves- 
tigation and logical thought which are shown at page 108, 
where he correctly establishes the existence of a true circula- 
tion with arterial and venous canals in insects—a fact which the 
illustrious Cuvier erreneously denied, but which subsequent 
researches have confirmed; to the correctness of his conclu- 
sions as to the humble bee (Bombus terrestris), which he con- 
jectures to be a bee of a cold climate, rather than a warm one, 
an opinion which seems to have been confirmed by the capture 
of a species of humble bee in the most northernly latitude yet 
visited by Arctic voyagers (note, p. 61); and to the justice of 
his conclusion that the hamble bee should form a distinct genus, 
an opinion sanctioned by Latreille, who has, from the reception 
of this species of the humble bee, a new genus, Bombus, We 
point out, also, as worthy of study, the admirable papers on 
Generation, in which Hunter describes the evolution of the 
membranes in the chick, and expresses the opinion, in the 
section on the use of the membranes as they arise (see p. 210), 
that the allantois has a respiratory function. 

The paper on Monsters will be read with especial interest, 
because in it will be found an anticipation of the subsequent 
labours of Geoffroy St. Hilaire to a very surprising extent. 
Hanter discusses with singular ingenuity and philosophy the 
questions whether monsters arise ‘‘ out of a defect in the first 
arrangement in the original matter,” and how far “‘ an accident 
in the womb or egg, or a defect there, might be a means of 
producing a double part, or might hinder a part from forming 
altogether, or [might cause] even a preternatural formation,” 
In defence of the first, he at once establishes the important 
principle that “‘ the supernumerary part is almost always 
placed with the natural or corresponding one.” Besides these 
forms of monstrosity Hunter indicates the interesting series of 


the will, from which we extract the following paragraph, 
which raises a collateral question of great psychological in- 
terest :-— 


the natural actions of the body, just as if the 


of th al h the body may be strangely formed, 

Ly fectly formed in correspondence with the 
are not i 


Not content with following up his researches on life, ‘‘ or- 
ganically, embryologically, and zoologically,” amongst living 
animals, we find Hunter pursuing his investigations beyond 
the animals that are to those that have been. The manuscript 
essay “‘ On Extraneous Fossils” is not here. Our readers know 
why it is not; and its absence is disgraceful to the members of 
the College of Surgeons who deliberately deprived the book of 
this essay, which it needed for its perfection, and to publish it 
elsewhere, prefaced by a falsehood, which was publicly retracted 
when too late to save the honour of the Council. Fortunately, its 
absence is almost compensated by the eloquent lectures expla- 
natory and appreciative of its scope and bearing, read by Prof. 
Owen in the theatre of the Royal College of Surgeons in 1855, 
and published in these volumes, The reader will find in them 
a noble and worthy tribute to the geological acquirements and 
theories of Hunter. 

Finally, we direct the attention of the surgeon and anato- 
mist to Hunter’s extensive notes here contained on Life and 
the Living Principle, on Respiration, the Blood, Arteries, 
Teeth, (Esophagus, Stomach, Intestines, Lymphatics, Liver, 


case.—I am, 


Pancreas, Kidneys, Organs of Sight, Hearing, Taste, Touch, 
Smell, and Generation. On these we have the less need to 
dwell, although the greater inclination, because these are the 
sections which every surgeon will at once seek out for himself, 
and he will see with pleasure that Hunter had preconceived 
the action of the vibratory cilia of mucous canals from observ- 
ing how ‘‘the mucus of the trachea is gradually conveyed 
up” (p. 154). He will see that Hunter had not only re- 
cognised the existence of ‘‘dentine” and “cement” as two 
different kinds of bone in teeth, but that before the discovery 
of the ornithorynchus afforded materials for affirmatively an- 
swering the question, he had already suggested the query, 

“ how far horny substance may be so shaped as to deserve the 
name of teeth ?” 

We quote these as chance instances of the eminently original 
and suggestive fragments of which these papers are composed, 
How much remains for study will be evident when it is ob- 
served that we have selected these exclusively from the First 
Volume, leaving aside the Second, which is mainly occupied 
by records of dissections of eminent interest and value. 

If now it be asked how one man could have done so much, 
the answer must be sought in the moral of Hunter’s life. En- 
dowed with piercing sagacity and unquenchable love of re- 
search, he postponed all other considerations to the ceaseless 
pursuit of knowledge and the study of Nature. In the height of 
his practice, and when most sought after in the world, he still 
found time to go down to Ear!’s-court and pursue his researches 
on the habits of bees, Hunter was always a working man, 
and always a poor man; and he was sv because he deliberately 
chose the harder part of labour and moderate fortune rather 
than ease and wealth. Of this determination we may find a 
trace in one of the Miscellaneons Apothegms which are ap- 
pended to the fragment on Psychology: ‘‘ It requires a great 
deal of courage in a man to continue poor while it is in his 
power to get rich.” 


How to Work with the Microscope: a Course of Lectures on 
the Practical Use of the Instrument, and Mi i 
Manipulation. By 8. Beatz, M.B., F.RS., &. 
Illustrated Edition, with 32 Plates and upwards of 150 
Figures. pp. 124. London: Churchill. 

Tue present edition of this useful work differs from its pre- 
decessor in being profusely illustrated with engravings in- 
tended to make the subject easy to the student in his labours, 
With such an aid to guide him, the student will find no 
difficulty in learning ‘‘ how to work with the microscope,” 
and in gaining a knowledge of the structures and functions 
of the instrument, which cannot but prove of service to him in 
after life, 


GLUTEN BREAD IN DIABETES. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 

Srmr,—A good substitute for bread in diabetes is still a desi- 
deratum; and though Dr. Camplin’s bran cake is in many 
an of oh I have = 

jection strongly u inst it, an is its un tal 
ness, To ited diabetics must be, a pleasant 
and inviting food is almost as desirable as a non amylaceous 
one, There is a flour manufactured by Messrs. Martin and a 


obedient servant, 
Henry W. Kiattmarx, M.R.C.S, 


Princes-square, Bayswater, April, 1961, 


‘* Monstrosities after Birth” for special study, affording excel- 
lent instances of them. He discusses briefly hereditariness in 
monsters, and then furnishes a singularly suggestive fragment : 
on the question how far supernumerary parts are affected by 
“Do not monsters show that the mind and the formation of | 
the body do not necessarily correspond ?—that is to say, that 
the formation of the mind does not arise out of the formation | 
— stood out behind when erected, and did not come along 
belly, yet leaped upon the mare to cover her, which he . 
certainly would not have done if the instinctive principle of po __ 
action had arisen out of the construction of the parts.” 
have been in the habit of recommending ever since I first met 
| proaches very nearly in taste appearance inary 
| wheaten bread; and though not free from starch, the quantity 
| in the loaf is reduced to a small amount, some of it being de- 
| stroyed by the use of yeast in making the dough. It has the 
| advantage likewise of not requiring more than ordinary skill 
| and care from the cook, One patient has used this bread for 
| three years, and with the best results; to its employment I 
| attribute, in 
| 


870 Tax Laxorr,] 


THE SANITARY SUPERVISION OF MERCHANT VESSELS. 


[Aram 13, 1861. 


THE LANCET. 


LONDON: SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 1861. 


Some few months ago a discussion was hotly waged in the 
public press respecting the comparative merits of the Royal 
and the.Merchant Navies in regard to the treatment of their 
sailors, Some persons, vibrating certainly between ignorance 
and prejudice, had the audacity to contend that the merchant 


men before the mast. If the-men’ fall ill; the conclusion is’ 
obvious that they do not get a diet which captain and mate 


know perfectly well is necessary for their own protection. The. 


clear corellary that flows from this. conclusion is, that the 
owners or the captain think it preferable to save a little money 
at the risk of sacrificing the health of the men. Having 
arrived at these conclusions, we think we discern a logical 
road toa remedy. Make it a matter of pecuniary advantage 
to owners and captains to keep their crews.in health, and 
scurvy will speedily become as littse known in the mercantile 


as it is in the royal marine service. Is it not possible to attach — 


sailor was better berthed, better fed, and better cared for than 
the sailor in the Queen’s service. We imagine that anyone 
who has seen a merchant crew landing in Liverpool after a 
four months’ passage from India or the Mauritius will know 
how to appreciate assertions of this kind. They are as remote 
from the truth as light is from darkness. Whatsoever the sea- 


men? It maybe urged that by law captains are already 
bound to carry a certain quantity of lime-juice and sugar. . 
Do we ever hear of a penalty for the notoriously frequent. 
evasion of this injunction? It might surely be made cheaper 


filthy substitute. Has the poor sailor; whose health is de- 


man in the Royal Navy may have to complain of, he cannot | stroyed, whose property, which lies in his health, is taken 


reasonably complain of his food. The one conclusive proof of 
this is that scurvy, the great test of deficient quantity and 
quality of food,.has for years been unknown in the Royal 
Navy. Itis.amatter of common observation to see a ship’s 
crew discharged after two or three years’ service in the rudest. 


from him, no remedy? Has he no locus. standi under Lord. 
Camppxtv’s Act for damages against the owner, through whose 
neglect of engagements he is injured? Such a case ought.at. 
least to be tried. If the Act were found not to embraee it, | 


health. On the other hand, let attention be paid to the follow- | from the Legislature. It would be strangeindeed that the 


ing statement of a recent occurrence :— 


law, which is available for every landsman who suffers in life 


A few days ago, a merchant ship belonging to Liverpool | or limb through the acts of culpable omission or commission of 


owners arrived in the port of London after a four months’ 
passage from Bombay. Her crew consisted of about thirty-five 


handed over absolutely and of necessity to. the care of the 


meniand boys. Ont of this number, twenty-six, or more than | ownerand captain of his ship. 


some penalty to the neglect of the sanitary condition of sea-— 


to provide the lime-juice and: sugar than «to find some 


then we know what new powers ought to be obtained 


others, should bring no relief to the helpless seaman, who is — 


two-thirds, were afflicted with scurvy, some so severely as °to 
be in danger of their lives; indeed one man was left dead at 
Gravesend, and ten were sent into an hospital in London. Did 
all this happen from stress of weather or other unavoidable 
causes? No extenuating circumstance of the kind is ‘known. 
But this is alleged by the men: the liquid that was served out 
as lime-juice had a very vinegary taste; the meat was far from 
good; the supply of water was short; and when approaching 
St..Helena:many men.were already struck with scurvy. In 
this-condition what was plain duty of the captain? Did 
anything besides the desire to save his owners a few pounds 
for*frésh meat and vegetables deter him from putting in at 
St. Helena in order to recruit the health of the men damaged 
in their service, if not also through their scandalous neglect of 
duty? 

We are of course unable to conjecture what answer can be 
give to: these allegations. We are informed, however, that 
the-occurrence of scurvy and debilitated health is so frequent 
an affair in Liverpool ships homeward-bound that owners»and. 
captains will probably agree in representing that it is an un- 
avoidable casuaity in long. voyages; and unless they-are put 
upon ‘their trial'in such way that refusal to plead is impos- 
sible, we greatly fear that they will pass by the charge with 
contemptuous indifference. No Surgeon in the Royal Navy 
knows:-better than’ does'a merchant captain that scurvy is a 
preventible disease. Dves scurvy ever break out.in the -after- 
cabim? Put'the question to the ruddy, truculent skipper, and 
you will’ be answered with a grin that tells pretty plainly what 
he thinks of your intelligence. The truth is thatthe prevention 
of scurvy is simply a question of expense. Thediet'that keeps 


the captain and chief mate sound.would do the same for the 


There is another pecuniary aspect of this case, which has not 


received the attention it deserves from the mercantile. com- 
munity; it has a direct and important bearing upon the 
question of marine insurance. It is another economical maxim. 
of captains ‘‘not to carry more eats than will catch mice.” A 
ship’s crew does not contain a man or boy that can be spared 
from duty without risk; but it is no very uncommon thing for 
a fourth, a third, or even half the crew to. be more or less dis- 
abled through scurvy. A ship whose strength is so reduced, — 
if overtaken. bya typhoon, must.be unmanageable; crew, pas- 
sengers, and above all the eargo, may perish just because the — 
owners grudged the food necessary to preserve health and — 
strength. Losses caused through. neglect of this kind ought 
not, on grounds of morality as well as of expediency, to be — 
covered by insurance. Policies ought to contain a clause 
exempting the offices or underwriters from liability in such — 


An inquiry equivalent to a coroner’s inquest should be held 


into the cause of every death occurring at sea. Whenever an — 
English ship arrives in a port under English government, or 
where there is a British consul, this inquiry should be insti- — 
‘tuted, aided by evidence on oath. 


Lastly we would earnestly repeat a recommendation often 


urged by us, that Medical Officers of Health should be appointed — 
for the leading ports, with the power of visiting all ships on 
their arrival,.of examining the sanitary:condition of the crew, — 
the sleeping berths, the cooking apparatus, the water and food, 

and the lime-juice. Unless some supervision of this kind be 
established there can be no guarantee against the continuance. 

of the scandalous evasion of existing legal and moral obligations — 


‘Tee Lancer, 


discontent and recklessness that animates the bulk of our sea- 
men will gather strength until it reaches a pitch of demoraliza- 
tion that must threaten.the most serious dangers and calamities 


not only to the commerce but to the political security of the 
nation. 


Arrer the conviction of. Sazruvxst for the murder of Miss 
IsaBELLa Banks, the question of the justice and expediency 
of traversing a verdict and of granting a new trial in criminal 
cases was warmly argued by the public press. We will not for 
moment reopen the moral or scientific evidence upon which 
Smernvunst was condemned. As we contended at the time, 
‘we may plead now, that virtually Smernurst did enjoy the 
benefit of a new trial. His:case was so effectually reconsidered 
by independent scientific men, and the imperfeet or erroneous 
scientific evidence upon which the verdict was based was so 
keenly and effectually sifted, that the natural consequence of a 
werdict of ‘‘ Guilty, of murder” was avoided, the:influence of 
public opinion overruling, as it were, the decision of the judge 
and jury. It may be.said, indeed, that the reference of the 
evidence by the Secretary of State to Sir Benjamin Bropix was, 
to.all intents and purposes, the. granting of a new trial. The 
decision. of the venerated President of the Koyal Society was 
‘the authoritative ratification: of the voice of the scientific 
world. 

Since this celebrated case, the question referred to has been 
more or less steadily kept in view. A Bill is now before the 
House of Commons, the. preamble of which states. that it is de- 
sirable ‘‘ to make more effectual. provision for the setting aside 
erroneous verdicts and granting new trials in criminal cases.” 
It recites that the Ceurt of Queen’s Bench: has.at all times ex- 
ercised the power of setting aside verdicts and ordering new 
‘frialsin. all cases of informations or indictments for misde- 
meanour ; that such power has not been used to be exercised 
bythe Court in cases of treason or felony, whereby many per- 
sons against whom indictments are preferred are aggrieved by 
adequate means of. redress. The proposal, therefore, is to 
#nlarge the jurisdiction of the Court of Queen's Bench, so as to 
enable them to deal not only with cases of misdemeanour, but 
mith cases. of treason and felony too. The Bill:does not apply 
to.any. case-wherein the defendant has been acquitted. It.isa 
measure entirely in the interest ofthe convict. . It. is # prin- 
ciple of justice as well as of mercy, that it is better.for nimety- 
nine guilty men to escape punishment than for one innocent 
man to suffer. Buf the most liberal application of this maxim 
cannot justify the inconsistency of affording a de‘endant im a 
criminal case the one-sided opportunity of reversing a verdict 
against him, and of denying-the State the correlative oppor- 


tunity of proving by a fresh trial the errors of the verdict | 


which may have acquitted him.. The.rights. of society and of 
the convict to revision of an erroneous verdict are coextensive. 
‘The rights of the one should not be granted without.the other. 
‘Theclaim of the convict for murder to a. fresh trial.derivesits 
‘most powerful support from the-circumstance that the execu- 
tion of the sentence bars all. possibility of redress in:'the event 
of the subsequent discovery of innocence. This is; indeed, a. 
strong argument in favour of the abolition of capital punish- 
ment; but it is not an argument for giving a prisoner the |‘ 
privilege of reversing a verdict when it tells against him, and 
of denying it to the State when the verdict sets a criminal at 


large. If it be trne that “‘judex damnatur cum nocens ab- 
solvitur,” it is equally certain that the law is defective. if it 
opens a new door for the escape of the murderer, without at 
proof of guilt is discovered after acquittal. The subject is one 
of great interest to the medical jurist. 


Tr is unfortunately too well known that with the many 
advantages belonging to the administration of chloroform 
as an anesthetic is linked the possibility of an occasional fatal 
result, even in the. most careful and experienced hands. 
There.are very many who maintain that this drawback does 
not. attach to ether. They assert its entire immunity from 
danger, although there may be some persons to whom: the 
odour of it is offensive and irritating. It is less portable and 
agreeable to inhale than chloroform, but not more exciting 
or less efficient. Dr. Groncz Haywarp (the first. surgeon 
who performed a capital operation upon a patient rendered 
insensible by the inhalation of sulphuric ether), during a recent 
visit to Europe, instituted inquiries upon the point in question. 
Before his return across the Atlantic he published some ‘‘ Re- 
marks on Anwsthesia and the Agents employed to produce it,” 
in which he says: ‘‘I have not been able to find any well- 
** attested case of death from its inhalation. There may have 
**been such, but they have never come to my knowledge, though 
have taken unwearied pains to obtain information on: this 
“point.” In Mr, Ericusen’s work it is affirmed of ether, that 
**no death has yet resulted from. its use.” The surgeonsof 
Lyonsdeelare that ‘‘ since the adoption.of ether in place.of 
‘chloroform the necrology of anmsthesia has not received an 
‘* additional instance” in their city. Signor PaLascutano,of 
Naples, considers ether as infinitely safer than chloroform, in 
spite of the dang apparatus with which he administers it. 
Between these extreme schools of the belief in the perfect 
innocuity of ether on the one hand, and its equal danger with 
chloroform without the latter's advantages on the other, has 
arisen a third party, which admits that ether is.certainly netso 
hazardous.as the other agent, but that fatal cases. have occurred 
more.extensively used than we should hear of ‘a:greater 
number of fatal caseadrom its inhalation. Ether is-notcem- 
ployed as.an anwsthetic. agent to any extent in. Great Britain 
and. many ,parts of Continental Kurope,-but it: is habitually 
ased.at Lyans.and Naples, and is thesonly, anesthetic: ad minis- 
We are informed: that in the) Massachusetts General Hospital 
at Boston, .where it. was first.given,.and has, since then. always 
deen.resorted.to, no deaths have ever taken. place, nor anxious 
apprebensiens been excited, either during or after its inkela 
tion. 
left untouched by which we may 
a. definite .epimion such. experience as the profession:has 
hitherte gained. The. Boston Society Medical, Improve- 
-ment.has; we are glad to find, seriously taken up the matter, 
and has appointed a Committee ‘‘to imvestigate»the alleged 

‘* deaths from the inhalation: of sulpharie ether, and to report 

thereon.” The vast. interest. attached to a trathful.selutiomef 
ithe point warrants us; in. 
to communicate to the Chairman of the Committee (Dr. Hopags) 
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accounts of all cases which have already or shall hereafter 
come to their knowledge in which a fatal issue appeared to 
result from the use of ether. It will be essential not only that 
the place, time, and circumstance of its occurrence be noted 
along with the mode of inhalation adopted, but that specific 
attention be paid to the following points :— 

1, The kind of ether used—whether pure sulphuric ether, 
chloric ether, or ether combined with chloroform. 

2. The period after inhalation at which death occurred, 


‘Tue readers of these pages scarcely need to be informed both 
how badly and how dearly the mass of the poorer classes is 
lodged in oar larger towns and villages. Mr. Ross (the 
Secretary of the London Society for Improving the Condition 
of the Labouring Classes) did not go too far when he charac- 
terized the state of these people, taken from a sanitary point 
of view, as actually barbarous, We know it is not unusual to 
find but one wretched privy provided for several families, so 
that it is impossible for them to preserve cleanliness or any 
sense of decency and self-respect. Grown men may be seen 
idly loitering about such places, and often heard uttering 
offensive language to women on their way to such so-called 
conveniences, All attempts towards the promotion of education 
become thwarted when a child returns from the lessons of pro- 
priety and decency to a home where habits of impropriety and 
indecency are hourly practised. In not a few cases it was 
found, during a recent inquiry at Nottingham, that seven of 
one family were in the habit of sleeping in one bed-room, and 
that young women who worked in different warehouses in the 
town slept in the room where grown-up persons of both sexes 
were lying, apparently without any concern. It is unfor- 
tunately too evident that the cheapest dwellings, however 
miserable they may be, will always find occupants. The 
Statietical Society of London some time ago appointed a Com- 
mittee of its Council to make a house-to-house examination of 
the parish of Marylebone, with a view to ascertain how many 
families in the parish occupied a single room as a living and 
sleeping apartment, In the course of this inquiry one of the 
examiners came to a house in which there was one remarkable 
room. It was occupied, not by one family only, but by five. 
A separate family ate, drank, and slept in each of the four 
Corners of the room, a fifth occupying the centre. 

** But how can you exist?” asked the visitor of a poor woman 
whom he found in the room (the other inmates being absent in 
their several avocations). “How can you possibly exist?” 
“Oh, indeed, your honour,” she replied, ‘‘ we did very well 
until the gentleman in the middle took a lodger.” 

We have now lying before us a report of a meeting lately 
held at Nottingham, at which Mr. W. B. Carrer, a medical 
officer of one of the districts of the union, is stated to have 
mentioned a case as one of several instances of the over- 
@towding of lodging-houses, ‘‘ where eleven Irishmen slept in 
two beds”! Such arrangement we should conceive as of rather 
more difficult adjustment than even that of the lodger. How- 
ever, travellers, we know, have to put up with strange bed- 
fellows, and there is, strangely enough, such a thing as the 
Judicrousness of misery. 

The result of the meeting at Nottingham has been to open a 
subscription fund for the purpose of defraying the expenses of 
establishing a Society, under the Limited Liaiility Act, for 


improving the dwellings of the poor in and around that city, 
We wish the scheme every success, 


As the question of the Amalgamation of the Medical Societies 
becomes more fully discussed, the difficulties relating to it are 
more strongly developed. That it is essential to the interests 
of the public and the profession that there should be a repre- 
sentative body, to which the great questions relating to health 
and disease might be referred and reported upon, cannot be 
doubted. That union is strength is unknown in the pro- 
fession of Medicine. The Medical Council as a representa- 
tive body is almost powerless, The Colleges and Corporations 
are antagonistic to each other; whilst they ignore the interests 
of the many, and seek only for exclusive corporate advantages, 
We have, in fact, no court of appeal. We are the sport of the 
vagaries, and the victims of the tyranny, of those who are 
misnamed the ruling powers. If the plan suggested by Mr, 
Cuartes Hawxtns could be fairly carried out, much good 
might result. But how is this to be effected? Though we 
cordially join with those who desire amalgamation, we confess 
that the discussion at the Medical and Chirurgical Society, 
reported at page 362, does not encourage us to hope for a suc- 
cessful termination of the subject. The financial difficulty is 
of the gravest character, and is one that will not be easily 
overcome. Besides, it must be remembered that the Societies 
which it is proposed to amalgamate with the Medical and Chi- 
rurgical have sprung into existence from the improved spread 
of knowledge, and from the shortcomings in the government 
of the latter Society. There is a spirit of vitality in the 
younger institutions which contrasts strongly with the some- 
what senile condition of the parent. They have attained an 
important position, and the number of their members is large. 
It is reasonable that they should object to any amalgamation 
in which they would be placed in an inferior position, and be 
regarded as “* Associates,” and not as “ Fellows.” That they 
should desire perfect freedom of action and a defined indivi- 
duality was to be expected. These are the difficulties which 
have to be surmounted. We seem yet to require a medical 
statesman with sufficiently comprehensive views to master this 
intricate question. All must admit that the efforts which 
have been hitherto made are entitled to commendation. We 
should rejoice to see those efforts successful, Amalgamation is 
now fairly before the profession, and we shall anxiously look 
for the result of future proceedings, 


Medical Annotations, 


“Ne quid nimis,” 


PROVIDENCE AND IMPROVIDENCE. 


How is it that the members of our profession so often, after 
a long life of anxious toil, die poor, and leave their families 
totally unprovided for? This is a serious question, and too 
frequently brought to our notice by the appeals which are made 
to us by the widows and orphans of medical practitioners, No 
men are brought so constantly as themselves into close contact 
with scenes of improvidence and suffering, and yet this striking 
lesson, we regret to believe, does not act with adequate force 
upon many of those who are most deeply concerned in it. They 
give to others their assistance in the time of trouble ; but are 
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not sufficiently alive to the interests of those who are de- 
pendent upon their exertions, Are they fully acquainted with 
the facilities which are held out to them for making a pro- 
vision for their wives and children at little outlay upon their 
resources? Wethink not. At all events, it is certain that few 
take advantage of the means which are open to them, There 
is a Society in London, the claims of which to consideration 
have often been advocated in the pages of Tae Lancet. The 
Society for Relief of Widows and Orphans of Medical Men 
in London and its Vicinity was established upwards of seventy 
years since. Within the last sixty years more than £57,000 
have been distributed in relief. ‘here are at the present time 
thirty-eight widows and twenty-three children depending upon 
its funds for support. For a member of the Society to entitle 
his widow and children to the benefits resulting from it, he is 
merely required to pay two guineas annually to its funds, or, 
if he prefers it, to compound for a life payment. 

Would it be believed by anyone acquainted with the uncer- 
tain position of medical practitioners, that at this moment 
there are only 404 gentlemen connected with this Society 
who have contributed their annual subscription or life pay- 
ment? Such culpable negligence and improvidence are per- 
fectly inexplicable. Here is a Society with a splendid income, 
with a machinery worked at the lowest possible expense, and 
affording incalculable benefits to the profession, absolutely 
inviting members of that profession to partake of its advan- 
tages, and they turn a deaf ear to the beneficent appeal. The 
Society distributes its alms in secret. Like the spring of 
water which is open to wa: and worn traveller in 
the path of professional life, it might place over its portal the 
memorable lines of Bishop Hoadley : 

“ That while my bounty I bestow, 

I'm neither heard nor seen to flow.” 
Yet how many a wayfarer, how many a man struggling to 
maintain a respectable position in the most precarious of all 
professions, neglects the appeal! It must be remembered, 
moreover, that he has no difficulties to encounter in becoming 
& participator in the benefits of this most excellent Society. 
No respectable qualified practitioner—within its prescribed 
limits—is refused admission, And if those who are near and 
dear to him require its aid when he can no longer administer 
to their comforts or necessities, their claims are inquired 
into without any public appeals to subscribers, without any 
exposure of their poverty, without any expensive canvassing, 
and without any humiliating conditions, Is it too much to 
say that a man who neglects such an opportunity is criminally 
negligent of his duty? The question must be answered by an 
appeal to the consciences of those who pass by unheedingly 
the munificent boon which is held out for their acceptance, 

But while we would urge upon every eligible member of our 
profession to avail himself of the advantages offered by this 
Society, it may be well to remind wealthier medical prac- 
titioners that this institution appeals to them, ‘‘ trumpet- 
tongued,” for support. From their superfluity they can with 
all confidence contribute to its funds. They may rest assured 
that every shilling they may subscribe will be honestly and 
faithfully devoted to the legitimate purposes of the Society. 
By such contributions they will derive the inestimable satis- 
faction of knowing that by their judicious aid in a noble cause 
they will soothe the death-bed of many a worthy but unfor- 
tunate brother who has been less prosperous in life than them- 
selves ; that they will rescue from destitution many a fragile 
and gentle woman who has been brought up in comfort if not 
in luxury, and many an orphan child who without their help 
might be cast upon the world friendless and without hope. 


MEDICINE AND ITS SHADOW. 
THERE can be no alliance between legitimate Medicine and 
Homeopathy. Any attempt to associate the two is fraught 
with the utmost danger to the public. We rejoice, therefore, 


to see that the Medico-Ethical Association of Manchester has 
accepted the resignation of Mr. Roberton. With every respect 
for his character and attainments, we do not see upon what 
grounds his connexion with the Manchester Association could 
be defended after his recent conduct. Mr. Roberton, indeed, 
allows judgment against him to go by default; rather than 
attempt to defend that which is indefensible, he submits to 
a verdict which is righteous and cannot be successfully con- 
troverted. It is evident he feels that his conduct is not to be 
justified. He retires from a contest in which his position is 
untenable. That he should lend the influence of his 

name, even indirectly, to a system of quackery like homao- 
pathy, all must regret; but as he was cognizant of the nature 
of the offence which he committed, he has no right to complain 
of the penalty to which he has been subjected. The opponents 
of homeopathy take exception to its ‘* principles” on the ground 
that they are founded upon deception. If they represent any- 
thing, they represent the *‘ system” of deceit. Its disciples pro- 
fess one thing, and act another. The science of Medicine is 
not perfect; and no one interested in its progress objects to 
any legitimate attempt to improve it. Is it possible to con- 
ceive that the ‘‘ consultations” between Mr. Roberton and 
the homeopathic practitioner could be attended with any 
beneficial result? It is simply ridiculous to suppose that they 
could, The case on which they “ consulted” either required 
medical aid or it did not; if the former, Mr. Roberton would 
have acted in dereliction of his duty if he failed to resort to 
those means which his experienced judgment dictated to be 
necessary. If the case did not require such aid, Mr. Roberton 
was bound to retire from the field. Under any circumstances 
his conduct is unjustifiable. We speak in the interests of 
humanity and the profession, and we repeat that the Council 
of the Medico-Ethical Association of Maachester has fulfilled 
its duty in accepting his resignation. 


THE ROMAN BATH FOR HORSES. 


Tue race-horse is so much better lodged, fed, clothed, and 
tended than many millions of human beings, that it might be 
anticipated that any improvement or innovation as to the 
treatment of the human kind would not be long in finding its 

i to the equine race. The Turkish bath, of which 
so much has been said and written in relation to its uses for 
man, has long since been pressed into the service of cattle. As 
@ means of “ ing,” and of reducing the horse to “‘ high 
condition” —for which Admiral Rous tells us that it has 
hitherto been customary to prepare him by “‘ drastic purga- 
tives, hot clothing, hot stables, and four- or five-mile sweats” — 
we can readily believe that the hot-air bath offers an excellent 
and even a humane alternative. Many horses have broken 
down under the old and destructive régime, and we well be- 
lieve that the Roman bath will be a valuable auxiliary agent 
to the trainer’s establishment. Admiral Rous, an excellent 
authority in racing matters, endorses its utility in very entha- 
siastic terms, But it must not be supposed, as he assumes, 
that because the Turkish bath is an excellent means of aiding 
to sweat horses, and of treating them for various cutaneous 
and rheumatic disorders, that therefore it is a tonic agent of 
universal application and devoid of injurious effects. The bur- 
den of evidence, at present, goes to prove that the Roman bath 
habitually or frequently used is decidedly debilitating; and 
experience has already shown that its effect on horses may be 
so severe as to kill them in the bath. 


THE CORK PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION, 

Tur Report of the County and City of Cork Medical Protective 
Association for the year ending March, 1861, has been received 
by us, It is a document which deserves the attention of all 
earnest men wishing well to the profession. This Association 
works heartily, actively, and effectively in watching all parlia- 
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vwhole or any of their. members:individually, They. have 
.aehieved an immense amount of good. inthe course of theryear, 
«and we feel assured that if they follow.in the same course 
during successive years with equal energy and-unanimity, they 
~will do very much to ensure for the medical profession in all its 
branches that position in public estimation.to which itis en- 
titled. 

_ They have protected their members against oppressive acts 
of guardians and other public officers; they have taken active | * 
_measures to. procure modifications in the Medical Charities 
(Amendment) Bill for Ireland, and in the Poor law Amend- 
.ment Bill for Ireland; they have made united, successful, and 
energetic representations to the various objectionable clauses in 
the Irish Registration Bill ; they have adopted the functions of 
a Registration Society ; and in a series of resolutions, of a cha- 
_racter affecting the relations and salaries of medical officers 
employed by public boards, they have given a salutary and 
emphatic warning to one and the other against imposing or 

meration. 

. The spirit, energy, and character o the proceedings of this 
Society are worthy of the highest of all praise—implicit. imita- 
_ tion, 


“Andi alteram p partem.” 


MANCHESTER. MEDICO-ETHICAL ASSO- 
CIATION. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 

Sm,—We to forward you the accompanying report of 
the prosedings of the the above with a request that 
the same may be inserted in your journal. 

We are, Sir, your obedient servants, 
Stone, M.D, 


April, 1861. ° Tonamax Seon 


A meeting of the Committee was held on the 25th ult. to | 


«eonsider the ‘course of action to be adopted with respect to 
Mr. Roberton, the senior Vice-President, who has been in a 


a homeeopathic practitioner. 
submitted a letter of resignation 
March 27th, 1861. 
udging your notice, issued two days 
1 infor that the basines of the Medico: Bthical Amociation 


** GENTLEMEN, —J 


has reference to the 
consulted with a-h 
it: happens, that the motives which) induced» me-to |. 
from. what..has hitherto been. my, uniform ceurserare 

iar, and do notadmit of. a the.Asso- 


1861, Dr. Noble-reported the result of his interview with .Mr. 
Roberton. 


received from Roberton, of which the following is a copy: 
“ Brighton-place, Manchester, April 3rd, 1861. 
«¢GentLemen,—I have read the resolution of the Committee 
you forwarded me, non ee did not take a 
ie fal for a state that the lady, 
“Te aps need me to 


tent of ee, thoogh ber hasan ad most of hin conneion 
peticnt m 


attendan 
—that I was requested to meet him in consultation. This 
declined on the plea that my doing so would violate professional 
etiquette. ‘The messenger then said that the lady's brother, a 
su residing near Birmingham, had been telegraphed for 
and would arrive in the evening; on hearing which I 
that I would cheerfully go and meet him. hen I reached 
su there, and after 
per 


ed me to violate a rule of the Medico- Ethical Asrocition 
“After this frank explanation, I doubt not the Committee 
will reseind their resolution of ast week, and and kindly 


“To Dr. Stone and J. ‘Wilson, Bay, Geen.” 
—*that Mr. 


ion, I deem it best, in order to save needless discussion and | *” 


at your meeting to that name be erased |’ 
ne 
y. feelings. of sincere. 
with have now. been. for 
associated remain unalte red, 
Believe me to remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
Dr, Stone Wilson.” “Jouw KoseRToN. 


After the reading of the above letter, a very animated dis- 
- @ussion arose as to the best mode of dealing with this question. 
It -was then-resolved,—‘*That the Committee cannot accept 
Mr. Roberton’s resignation ;*that this meeting be adjourned to 


Thursday next, hoping that.Mr. Roberton, while admitting |, 


- 4 error in meeting a homeopathic practitioner in consultation, 
will give am assurance to the Association that it will not be re- 
Beiter by him, and that.such explanation, with this resolution, 
forwarded to the medical.journals,” 
—‘*That Dr. Noble be requested to upon 
"Mr. Koberton, and explain to'him the feelings of the Com- 
at this meeting.” 


Hon. 
JowaTHaN WILson, FRCS, Secs. 
Manchester, April 6th, 1961. 


"THE FEVER IN LIVERPOOL. 


Smr,—The two crim bates given in some detail, will 
show that the fever which broke out in the Southern Hospital 


twenty 
in-patient of the hospital with simple fracture of the femur 
when the Egyptians were admitted. He began to complain in 
about ten days afterwards, For the first fewdays his symp- 
toms were more those of intermittent fever, of which he had 
an attack two years ago when abroad, severe 


emittee.as 
Ab Committee: meeting, held on: April'4th, | a 


rigors occurring 
ee violent and followed 
every evening, ey vomiting, 


_Mentary measures and public acts which affect their body asa 
2e the nature of the case, and the treatment he had pursu 
‘‘After some further delay, the relative not making his appear- 
we saw the lady together. I wrote my prescription, and 
en took leave, intimatin othe 
next evening. The lady's arrived late, and left-early 
next morning without my having seen him. Next visit I again 
consulted with the homeopathic surgeon, and did so for several 
During three deys our patient in 
“Duri ree days our patient i q 
for consenting to these consul:ations was partly 
the fear lest by refusing I-should add to the distress of the 
husband, who was distracted with grief, and partly lest he and 
his circle ~~ sup me to be actuated by resentful feel- 
ings. Had thought of my professional interests only, I 
ic surgeon. An must here repeat my motive 
seems rete blameless—a motive of which I can never 
| be ashamed, however much | (and I do 
my resignation of membership. ; 
‘* Believe me to remain, Gentlemen, 
** Your obedient servant, 
‘*Joun RoBERTox, 
ter, dated 3rd April, 
1861, in which he endeavours to explain his consulting with a 
hamceopathic practitioner, is not so satisfactory to this Com- 
i as-was desirable; yet, inasmuch as it contains a frank 
el that they are now enabled to accept. the resignation which 
Mr.’ Koberton has-again tendered.” 
Resolved, —**That as the question of consulting with homao- 
a ic practitioners is mot limited to the Association, but is of 
blie professional, interest, the: Honorary Secretaries be re- 
quested to. forward a copy of theyproceedings of the Associa- 
tion on this subject to the leading medical journals.” 
| 


TER 
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tinued high, the tongue coated with a white fur, and the head- 
ache did not leave him. After the fifth day the rigors ceased ; 


the pulse was now 110; the heat of the skin was very great, 
with diaphoresis; the vomiting continuing after taking any- 
thing till the seventh day, when it An eruption, not 


unlike measles, now on his body, legs, and arms, 
This remained out three days, On the tenth day his hearing 
became impaired ; his tongue brown and dry ; his countenance 
suffused, and of a darkish hue. He rambled a good deal at 
times, and had an attack of diarrhcea ; 


all the bad = be gradually abated, and he slowly pro- 


gressed to recov: 
The fracture of the 


nurse. Commenced with headache, 


erup 
= and rather dark, which remained out till her death; 
ess, drowsiness, and heaviness, with very little delirium ; 


pu 
to 120 the last day or two, and the skin kept perspiring freely. 
On the morning of the twelfth Gay Geant 


been very tedious. For some days there was stupor, almost 
os to coma, alternating with wakefulness and de- 
toll clean. of the-stemash tolloned, 

irri t 
low ebb. She is now i 


all. 
I have had one case of typhus fever in private practice in 


mission of the Egyptians there were on 65 in- 
patients, and with their addition the number was only 
up.to. 92; whilst the hospital can easily accommodate 110. 


Lam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Rosert MUR.C.S., 
Surgeon to the Southern Hospital, Liverpool. 


THE MARSHALL HALL METHOD. 
To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 


Srm,—Under the head of ‘‘ Medical Annotations,” in Taz 
Lancet of the 30th of March, you give what I am sure you 
supposed to be a correct account of a case which was t at 
the receiving-house of the Royal Humane Society, Hy«e-park, 
and afterwards transferred to St. George’s Hospital. Your in- 
formant has led you completely astray, and consequently your 
comments on the case, which amount to a libel on me, are not 
justified in any particular. 

The woman from the time we received her, cold, 
and but dying, was treated with the greatest care 
kindness, and from this miserable state we delivered her at St. 
George’s Hospital two hours and a half after, alive and likely 
to live. The transfer was made because we have no means of 
keeping patients beyond the short time it takes to resuscitate” 
them, because the woman herself ex a strong desire 
to return home. She assisted herself in being warmly a 
and two blankets and two rugs were placed round her, 
she was carried to a cab with care, her face covered from the 
air. 
to the officer of the Royal Humane Society was her death 

ing. lt was indeed one of the many cases that illustrate 
the great benefit conferred by the Society, and the extraor- 
dinary success that attends our method of treatment. Had we 
adopted the Marshal! Hall Method, as you suggest, I could not 
speak so confidently of success ; for had this remarkably stout 
subjected to the tumblings re- 
commended by Dr. Hall, the fatal end would have 
come much sooner. 

I can make this assertion confidently, for I have, alas ! more 
than once seen the flickering spark of life literally rolled out 
of the patient by this mischievous method. The facts of the 
case were:—The woman was found all but drowned in the 
water (but how lone she had been there no could telly 
at a little after eight o'clock p.m. I found ber in the bath on 


my arrival at the receiving-house, at about twenty minutes to 
nine; our superintendent told me she had been gradually re 
covering from in it. 


witha mucous rile. I 


report 
—that finding her strong, and from her importunity, — 
cured a cab, and about half-past ten she was sent tothe ho 


The boatman states it took about seven minutes to reach 
the hospital. He assisted in carrying the woman in. 
placed in.a room without a fire and with the door open. He 


upstairs, leaving the two railway rugs below. 

It will be thus seen that the report furnished oon was. 
incorrect as to the time she was in the water; that | did not 
her “ with rattling, indicating fluid ;” that 1 “ did some- 
” for | applied a mustard plaster, but not with the idea of 
Tid of the fluid ; that I did not order her from ‘* a warm 
> nor was she moved for an hour after I 
own solicitation; that not one blanket 


th 


i 


j 


ATE 


i 


| 
120 and 130. When roused, he drank freely of beef-tea, lemon- 
ade, or wine-and-water, The diarrhea recurred two or three | 
times, but was easily checked by opiates. On the fourteenth 
day a slight improvement manifested itself; the heat of skin | 
became less, the edges of the tongue moistened, the pulse fell, | 
and there was a return to more natural sleep. From this time 
po femur, which had been all but firmly 
united, entirely separated soon after the fever set in; and in | 
the restlessness of his delirium, the bandages having slipped, | 
he nearly made it a compound fracture. It is now uniting | 
again, without any shortening. 
from sudden prostration setting in. She died the same evening. 
Throughout her illness she took beef.tea and jelly freely, but | 
at first refused stimulants, complaining that they made her head | 
worse; the last three or four days, however, she was induced | 
to take them. One point ought to be mentioned in connexion | 
with her case,—that menstruation occurred at the commence- | 
ment of her attack and continued throughout. The treatment | 
| consisted in the administration of camphor and ammonia in | 
| the —— stages, and quinine and wine in the later. — 
same ta a not to a warm bed, well rubbed, and a mustard plaster applied 
above 110; the tongue, though coated, not becoming brown or | the chest, some brandy-and-water being given to her. She 
dry ; no siekness or diarrhcea; little restlessness, but rather an | *™proved rapidly, and in half an hour the rile had disappeared; 
inelination to sleep a good deal. she spoke easily, and turned on her side to rest. I left shortly 
The severe cases, even those that were not fatal gave rise to after, leaving it to the discretion of our intelligent superinten- 
much anxiety as they approached the critical period, many of dent to move her, as we usually do with all these cases. His 
the symptoms being of an alarming kind. In one instance | 
there was low we gee for days, with teeth and | 
gums covered with a black sordes. From another patient the | 
| Wait y her from six to ten minutes while the medical om) ’ 
| was finishing a conversation with’ a friend at‘the door. The: 
ough diarrhea occurred in some instances, I find it was | ™édical offieer then examined her, and the hospital porter took 
not a characteristic symptom, as stated in my last communieca- | 
tion, it not being present in pees aye! ga 
Another point noticed in nearly all, mild and severe | 
attacks, was a remission of the symptoms after the first day | 
for some hours, one to that it not be fever 
However, it must be looked upon as sporadic ; for, after close 
inguiry, it cannot be traced to the patient having in any way 
come.in contact with the Egyptians. 
‘Since my last communication no more deaths have occurred, | 
ner have there been any freah cases of fever far ae I can | 
ascertain. 
With regard to the hospital, I would say that there was | 
paraly we le within Dall an 
| out foundation, for there never was water in her lungs, and: 
| she-lived two hours after I left ber. 
en if 
Great George-square, Liverpool, April 9th, 1861. from 
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twelve to twenty mortem examinations carefully on 
sons drowned in never | 
in the lungs in any quantity. 

It was i ble that this woman could have spoken, 

rested as she did at the receiving-house, with 
uantity” of fluid represented to have been | 
found after death in her lungs, I may here note that large 
tities of frothy mucus have been found in the injured 
he of persons who have died asphyxiated from other causes 
than drowning. I need hardly say that when I spoke of fluid 
being ‘‘ exhaled” or ‘* absorbed,” I did not refer to Serpentine 
water. It has been asserted in Tue Lancet, and reiterated by 
others, that the Royal Humane Society from the first opposed 
the Marshall Hall Method. I emphatically repeat that such 
‘was not the case, The Society gave him every assistance to- 
wards his experiments, and adopted his method as far as trial 
went; but when he insisted on its being at once adopted and 
all others put aside, the Society declined doing so until they 
received answers from the medical assistants, and were satis- 
fied of its utility. Dr. Marshall Hall immediately withdrew 
from the committee, and vials of wrath have been ever since 
unceasingly poured on all connected with it. I confess I was 
myself enthusiastic about ‘‘ the method,” until I found its im- 
practicability and uselessness. The Society has outlived the 
‘storm, and now I may say with confidence that the Ready 
Method is condem by almost every physiologist whose 
Opinion is of weight in London, 

There was no wish, then, to offend Dr. Marshall Hall, nor is 
there now to detract from his memory. He did so many clever 
things, he could afford to be once wrong. The postural idea 
Was not a new one, as any one who examines the records of 
the Royal Humane Society will find. Dr. Marshall Hall un- 
fortunately adopted the very worst form of it, as my sad expe- 
rience can tell. There is no doubt benefit has arisen from other 
modes of practising it, and when there are no other appliances, 
it has the advantage of ‘‘ doing something.” It is this ‘‘doing 
something” that is so attractive, and elicits such graphic de- 
scriptions of results from your dents; and no doubt it 
‘is attractive. I can furnish a full list of failures by it in answer 
tothem. Other postural methods can be used with benefit, I 

, this is beg that the 
conclusion, Sir, I must £ same prominence may 
given to thiomy seply was given to the previous report 
of mal hether 1 rightl 
e practice, w wrongly or rightly, 
career is too serious to i over, am in no 
‘way disposed to bear it. en 
Although all must admire your advocacy on behalf of your 
friend, still, with the weight of professional evidence 
against it, I trust you will no longer assist in propagating the 
pernicious ‘‘ Ready Method.” 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

J. 8. Curistian, L.R.C.P. Lond., 
April, 1861. Surgeon to the Royal Humane Society, Hyde-park. 

*,” The tone which pervades Dr, Christian’s letter betrays a 
temper that unfits a man for the scientific discussion of a great 
physiological and medical question. The illustrious physio- 
logist whom Flourens, speaking the deliberate judgment of 
Science, ranked with Harvey and Charles Bell, ought not, by 
anyone claiming to be a physician and an Englishman, to be 
spoken of in terms of disrespect. He who characterizes the 
“ Ready Method” as consisting of ‘‘tumblings” and being 
** pernicious,” can have little pretence to have fathomed the 
physiological meaning of the process, or to have enjoyed an 
intelligent experience of the practice. Viewed as a mere 
matter of evidence, it would be difficult to adduce a single 
remedy in Medicine that is attested on better authority and 
by more decisive clinical illustrations than is this Method of 
Marshall Hall. 

The assertion that the ‘‘ Ready Method” received a candid 
consideration and trial from the Royal Humane Society, will 
be read with that measure of distrust which intemperate 
language is apt to instil into the sober mind. 

Dr. Christian complains that ‘the accusation of malprac- 
tice, whether wrongly or rightly spread,” is too serious to be 
lightly passed over. Have we accused him of “ malpractice”? 
Where does he find the word, except in his own excited 


imagination? Sensitive to such excess himself as to writhe 


under accusations of his own construction, he has scant regard 
for the fame of the great physician who is gone from amongst 
us. History, however, consoles us with the reflection that 
the name of Homer is not the less honoured because he had a 
Zoilus,—Ep. L. 


ASCITES IN A CHILD. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 


Str,—On the 4th of Febraary last, Mr. Henry Smith related 
& case, Se London, of Ascites occurring 
in achild aged six years, have a similar case at the pre- 
sent time in my own practice, only the patient is nine = 
old. The cause of the dropsy I believe, with Dr. Hyde 
Salter, to be chronic inflammation of the peritoneum, of a 
scrofulous character. The treatment has consisted in 
tonics and cod liver oil, combined with a generous diet. 
these means the ascitic fluid has become considerably redi 
although the child will most probably sink from long- 
suppuration in the thigh. 
I poy your obedient servant, 

W. Gayton, M.R.C.S.E. 


PARISIAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT. ) 


I mAvE not unfrequently heard it remarked that suicide is a 
crime of much less common occurrence in France than in Eng- 
land. This observation is only partially true, and holds good 
in the case of suicide by poison alone, The laws which regulate 
the sale of deleterious drugs are so very strict and precise, that 
chemists in this country are kept constantly on the alert to 
prevent an improper use being made of the medicines which 
they may be called upon to supply. No poisonous substances 
for medical purposes can (according to the existing code) be 
issued by the druggist, unless ordered in a detailed and unab- 
breviated prescription, signed by a physician, surgeon, health- 
officer, or licensed veterinary, The prescription is required to 
be explicit as to dose, method of application, and date. The 
chemist, on his part, is bound to keep a special register-book, 
into which such receipts are to be regularly copied, for the 
periodical inspection of the Mayor and Commissary of Police. 
The receipt, or prescription, when returned to the buyer, must 
be stamped with the name of the dispenser; the date of de- 
livery is likewise to be attached thereto, and a number, cor- 
responding with that on the list of the special register, also 
affixed. The register-book is to be kept for a period of not less 
than twenty years, and must be given up to the authorities 
whenever required. Arsenic and its compounds can only be 
sold for medical uses, and then, of necessity, in combination 
with other substances. The sale of arsenical preparations for 
the destruction of insects, for the preservation of seed-corn, or 
is obli to have a ial safe, in which poisonous drugs are 
to be ke lock and key. Such, to 
the last decree on the subject—that of July Sth, 1850, are the 
following: Prussic acid, the poisonous vegetable alkaloids and 
their salts, arsenic and its preparations, belladonna, cantha- 
rides, chloroform, covium, cyanide of mercury, cyanide of potas- 
sium, digitalis, tartar emetic, hyoscyamus, nitrate of mercury, 
opium and its preparations, phosphorus, ergot of rye, stramo- 
nium, and corrosive sublimate. So far so good; but seeing that 
the vast majority of the suicidal acts committed in Paris—all 
those, in fact, which afford a daily spectacle to the curious 
crowds who flock to the Morgue, and which swell the columns 
of the Gazette des Tribunauz, are effected without the aid of 
any of the deadly ts above enumerated, it is to be regretted 
that the Legislature should not have added to the items already 
laid by in the special safe, charcoal, the column of the Place 
Venddme, the Triumphal Arch of the Barritre de l’Etoile, the 
River Seine, and many other equally efficient means of self- 
destruction, for the attainment of which neither purse nor pre- 
scription is requisite. What a revolting spectacle, by the way, 
is that daily presented within the precincts of that pillory of 
suicide, the Morgue! I do not mean in a material, but in a 
moral polat of view, A dead body, though green with rotten- 


_ Tax 


nat, hideoualy bloated beyond all pomiblity of recognition 

to a medical observer, at least, can suggest Mule Contet the 

idea of chemical decomposition, the evolution of gases, and 
changes of the human ca 


read by Dr. Joulin at the Academy of Medicine last 

yy, gives an in account of a somewhat rare affec- 

tion of the os uteri, known as uterine pemphigus, This malady, 
similar condition (whene» it takes its name) 


babiy a linear extravasation of blood. The film of epithelium 
which forms the bulla is tough, and resists a considerable 
amount of pressure without rupture; and for the evacuation of 
the contained fluid a is necessary, or else the employ- 
—- of a chemical agent capable eb the tissues. 
Nélaton, at the Cliaique, and M e Castelnau, at the 
de Lourcine, have beth this condition. The 
author of this memeir ig however, the fies to pablish any det 
nite description of this particular form of uterine disease. As 
the affection itself is unaccompanied by or other discom- 
fort, and usually subsides spontaneously in three or four days, 
without leaving any trace of its previous existence, its history 
would have presented little practical interest, were it not for 
confounded with another and a more grave disorder of the 
same organ—namely, diphtheritic chancre, a malady described 
by M. Bernutz, ‘and which, after the destraction of the pellicle, 
tial pom between the two affections turns upon the 
fact, that in pem the vesicle is large and single, whereas 
or, er is composed of an agglomeration of small 
which bepeme 
I mentioned some time ago, that M. Felix Hatin had, in an 
able memoir addressed to the Academy of eet ae bey 
upon that scientific body for some interference in the medico- 
legal question of the ‘mortem Cxsarean section. The law, 
as it now stands, forbi child being withia 
surgeon with a view to saving made within 
surd. Nevertheless, and in spite of M. Hatin’s lacid denun- 
ciations of this legal contre-sens, the report to which his protest 
gave rise was of an and evasive nature, and im- 
necessary. on Tuesday last, therefore, reopened 
the discussion, and redirected the attention of his colleagues to 
the consideration of the question which, in his hands, may now 
possibly meet with a more definite solution. One of the argu- 
ments of which he made use was, that if the Cwsarean section 
which so the life of the mother, without ensuring 
, could be performed during her open it 
not be rationally ga aftr death ; and he 


advocated 
general 


influence 
e extent of de- 


other, no precise conclusion could | of the 


the rival inventors of the 


ve not read M. Mainguit’ 
of the two bran 


lread 


the other has simply confirmed methods already arrived at by 
a different road. It is true that the ophthal will show 
you the earliest commencement of a cataract, or 
- | staphyloma, or the existence of an atrophied 
mentary retinitis, a peripheric choroiditis, &c. ; 
some | the question, et ? The treatment is still the same— 
counter irritation, ials, i 


the laryngoscope you can 
sometimes radically and in a few days, chronic 


which have lasted years, an know. and which had previ 
defied every possible variety of medication. 
Paris, April 9th, 1961. 


Medical Hews. 


Rorat Cotrece or Surcroxs.—The following Mowing 
wee Members of the College sh a 

were admit embers 0! ata 
of the Court of Examiners on the 10th inst. :— — 


George Augustus, Ipswich. 
Dollensn, Jota, Birmingh 


Heber yt Houcester. 

nm, Edward, A 
Harti William Willenhall, Staffordshire. 
Howell, Horace Sydney, Notting-hill. 


Langton, John, Denmark-hi’ 
Henry Morris, Montgomeryshire. 
Macaulay, Francis Edwin, Sh 
*Manrice.. James ‘Marlborough, Wilts, 
Oliver, Richard, Shrewsbury. 
Parker, Duncan, Clapton Hall, Suffolk. 
Penni: , Abel, Warrington, Lancashire. 
Skri ire, “John Holt, Norfolk. 
*Stone, William Domett, Lincoln’s-inn-fields. 
Thorp, Sidney, Huntingdon. 
Venniag, Edmund, Moorwinstow, Cornwall. 
Walker, Sheffield. 
Watson, Forbes, Nottingham. 
Thomas Gulston, 


tlemen with an asterisk to their names have also passed 
the Prote Examination for the of tho Colla 


At the same meeting of the Court, Mr. Witt1am Currs- 
TOPHER Farreatrn, of Greenwich Hospital, passed his exami- 
nation for Naval Surgeon. This gentleman had viously 
been admitted a member of the Edinburgh College of Surgeons. 

JacxsontanN Prize.—At a meeting of the Couneil of of 
the Royal College of Surgeons of England, on the 9th + theme nag 
the Jacksonian Prize was awarded to Mr. Hen pson, 
of Wimpole-street, Cavendish-square, a Fellow ol the Oa College, 
and one of the of the University College Hospital, 
for his essay ** On Healthy and Morbid Anatomy of the 
Prostate Gland.” This is the second occasion on which Mr. 
Thompson has carried off the Jacksonian Prize. 

Apporntuents.—Mr. John March, M a S., of West- 


. Cameron, 

Mr. John Rayner, L.RB.C.S. Edin., L.S.A., of 
Cheshire, has been —T Resident Surgeon to 
upon- Medlock , Manchester. 

Assistant-Surgeon Wi H. Adams (1853), soaisiodin 
in the Royal oes at Tiymoath, has been appointed to the 
Military the Royal Hospital at wich, 
Lonpox Fever — Dr. Murchison, late one 
at the Fever Hospital, has been 
elected to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Dr. 
Tweedie, for many years senior — to the wey At 
the adjourned annual meeting of governors, which took place 
last month, a highly complimentary resolution was passed, 
thanking Dr. Tweedie for his valuable services, extending over 
a period eight and soliciting his of 
the post of consulting physician to the hospital, which he sig- 
nified his willingness to do. Dr. Tweedie was also elected a 
vice-president of the institution. There are now two estistan}- 

ysicianships vacant. 

Diparseria tae Unitep Stares.—This fatal throat 
disease is stated to have United States Slane, 
resulted in the death of 10,000 persons, 
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= 
' | ence, and that decidedly in favour of the former, that the one 
' has directed us to a more accurate method of treatment, whilst 
spectators generally in the presence of this most appallic 
of death, the ribald remarks and flippant jests of 
aout and girls on the swollen and distorted features of 
r corpse just drawn from the Seine, after an immersi 
m, aba tne res la , Wilh bo reai racwuicail 
| | vance 
f 
ously 
th Other portions of the 
formation of a small bladder, or vesicle, on the surface of the 
cervix. The epithelial layer is detached from the subjacent ee 
| Surgeons of the Fishmongers and Poulterers’ Institution, in 
the room of Charles Iiderton Croft, Esq., deceased. 
Dr. Andrew has been appointed Demonstrator of Morbid 
Anatomy at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. 
F. Ayrton, M.D., bas been appointed Lecturer on Medical 
| Jurisprudence in the Liverpool Royal School of Medicine. in 
Survive 1t6 parent Dy MANY ADC 
but added, that until more light was thrown up: 
of the maternal decease upon the fetus, and th 
owt the one upon the 
drawn. 
Messrs. Turck and Czermak, es | 
laryngoscope, will probably be discontented, and with some 
reason, at the very insignificant tribute paid to their exertions 
by the Academy of Sciences. A prize of 2000 francs is awarded | 
to M. Maingault for his work on *‘ Diphtheritic Paralysis,” and 
the two la honourable men- 
pean work, which may 
possibly ll the comparative 
investigation can, 
ink, hardly for a moment be doubtful. The laryn 
this differ- 


Esq., i chair, Mesars, T. Wood, R. 
. Henn, and F. Norrington, were elected Fellows, 
J. H. Smith an Associate. Dr. Guthrie read a paper 
“On some Derivatives from the Olefines.” 
Socrrty.—The annual meeting of 
“this Society was held on M last, when the Council 
t was presented by Dr. M‘Wi , and a) 
ing papers were read :—By Mr. J. N. . 
“vations on a Rare and Curious Tract ‘On Plague,’ by Dr. 
“Gilbert Skeyne, Physician to King James VL. ;” **On the Cli- 
en phy, and Diseases of Hong Kong, and the 
Canton River,” by Dr. Smart, ory Ins General R.N. 
Hospital, Bermuda (read by Dr. M*William). Abstracts of 
both papers will appear in a future number of THe Lancer. 
The following were elected office bearers of the 
Society for the session 1861-62 :—President: B. G. Babington, 
M.D., F.R.S.—Vice-Presidents: Sir B. C. Brodie, Bart. ; Ed- 
in C. B. Chadwick; Rev. Thomas Dale, M.A.; James Bown 
Gibson, C.B., M.D.; R. D. Grainger, Esq., F.R.S.; Sir Chas. 
i D.C.L., M.D.; Sir John Liddell, C.B., 
"Propert, 
KCB 


John Simon, Esq., : 
F.R.S.; Thos. Southwood Smith, M.D. ; Thos. 
Treasurer: Henry Mapleton, M.D., 
> J. O. M*Willi 0.B., M.D., 
‘embers 


Dr. Odling, Mr. Radcliffe, Dr. B. W. 
Sanderson, Dr. Seaton, and Mr. 8. Wells. 


appear as 
dates are desired to send certificates of the time and extent of 
their studies to the Professor before the 20th of May. The 
rfirst examination that will take under the new statate of 
the 15th of May, 1860,.in the Sci fundamental to Medi- 
Professor will forward a copy of the above- statute of 
- 1860 to members of the University who may require it. ) 


majority 
‘been found i 
of Divinity and Law. 
recommended, and the Senatus resolved, that the further con- 
sideration of the question be postponed till next session.” 
Vaccrnation.—By an order in Council in last Tuesday's 
‘Gazette, the Royal Public’ Dispensary of Edinburgh is recog- 
ing Station; and Dr. Hus- 
d, officiating at the above dispensary as public vaccinator, 
authorized to give certificates. 
TrstiMoniaL.—The medical students of the Liverpool 
School of Medicine have presented to James 
, F.R.C.8., a beautiful piece of silver plate, and an 
‘elegantly executed, illuminated, and framed address, express- 
ing the high esteem which they entertain for him. as a gentle- 
man and a teacher of the professi An appropriate reply 
from the learned lecturer closed the interesting proceedings, 
Prizes awaBDED BY THE AcaDEMyY oF SciENncEs oF 
It has been Academy has this 
extremely niggardly, it puzzled some people 
Odehou whether the fands are low or the works of merit 
scarce, Out of fifty-four works sent inj the only prizes and 
certificates in practical medicine are the following :—Medici 
.and Surgery, ist prize (£100), M. Davaine, for his work on 
“ Entozoa and Helminthic Diseases in Man and Animals ;” 
‘2nd prize (£80), M. Bergeron, for his work on ‘' Uleerated 


if 


3 
i 


and at the meeting of the 2od inst. M. 

chemist, was elected member of the same 

tion of Medical Physics and Chemistry. 

Dearnz From cook died in St 
tal last week from burns u her eri 


proportions are 332 1000 for the 
the deaths, and only 9° forthe mi In 
the numbers are somewhat Jess; for while 
births are at the rate of 34 per 1000 of the 
deaths are at the rate of '22°4, and the marriages 


Unwnotesome Meat.—Mo 


for 

OpgratTion ror Fisrvna. — The 
an operation 0} performed by Desgranges, 

Lyons. The abnormal orifice was situated near the» cervix, 

and was very small, Bozeman’s directions were carefully fol- 


lowed, Simpson’s needle used, and the case terminated very 
successfully, 
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Cuemicat Socrery.—At the meeting on the 4th inst., | Stomatitis of Soldiers, and on its 
Diphtheritic Stomatitis of Children ;” prize. (£80), 
Maingaalt, on ‘‘ Diphtheritic Paralysis.” Certificates. 1 
;” 2 (£48), M. Maroy, for his ‘‘ Investigations on 
Girouletion of the Blood, ing to the different kinds of 
Pulse, examined by means of the Sphygmograph.” The Aca- 
demy has also awarded the following prizes in Statistics and 
Experimental eo latter prize was awarded to 
. M. Stilling, of Cassel, his great work on the “‘ Structure 
‘ on 
| arated from the Nervous Centres; 2nd 
for his book on the ‘‘ Modification 
of the Nerves and Muscles of yer | 
The work on Statistics which i 
‘* On the Moral Statistics of France.and 
rry. The principal features of the-work 
which the author has figured the pro 
England, of crimes, offences, mes, 
education. For example, respecting the 
France, calculated upon the records, of 
author in 1000 214 
from cupidity; 147 depended on relations 
orp in connexion with family dif- 
Watson, M.D. | arose from quarrels, fights, &c. ; 28 from resist- 
uable are these statistics as re- 
Council: Dr. Aldis, Mr. Burge, Dr. Bryson, Dr. Chowne, Dr. soeeemianitiieaal 
Headlam Greenhow, Colonel Hough, Mr. Ernest Hart, Mr. 4, 
urphy, Dr. Nichol, History of Pellagra;” ‘‘ On the Thera- 
Dr. Burdon Saving. of 
(this latter 
Oxrorp, Apnrit Bachelors of Medicine who | prize is £400, ); “On 
may desire to take the degree of M.D. before the long vacation | Spontaneous Generation, 
are requested to communicate with the Regius Professor of| Yxtrow Frver—The Board of Trade notifies that the 
Medicine for the purpose of making arrangements for the re- | georetary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a ofa 
: cital of their dissertations. The examination for the degree of | notice issued by the P. Board of Health, the 
M.B., according to the old statute, will commence on Monday, port of Loanda to be pene. ene te from yellow fever 
the 4th of January last. 
Leudet, of Rouen, has been elected 
nding znember of the Academy of Medicine of Paris; 
| 
on. —The a incti lemic ‘ 
costume was taken up for consideration by the Senatus Aca- ae over, 
“Cater Tue Sanitary oF THE Crtyor Loxpow— 
reported that, in so far as it had been found possible to aseer- Dr. Letheby reports ‘‘ that in the course of the year which ‘has ‘ 
™. oe i there were 3202 births, 2747 deaths, and 1735 
‘tain the feelings of the students, there is in the faculty of Arts | Just expired: there were 2202 inthe, £747" deaths, ‘and 
a very large majority in favour of the adoption ef.an academic | ™**Tiages In —_ — ‘ 
costume, while in the faculty of Medicine there is a- decided 
clined from an annual av of 3018 40°2747; the birthie from 
3474 to 3202; and chuemnariaiged from 1745 to 1735. The dis- 
: tribution of the births and deaths and marriages amongst the 
people has been as follows:—There were 24°6 births per'1000 
of the inhabitants, 21°] deaths; and 134 marriages. In the 
preceding ten years the annual ae were atthe rate of 
26°7 births per 1000, 2372 deaths; and 13-4 marriages. ‘For 
Blandford, a butcher 
of Wimborne, Dorset, was last week committed to Newgate to 
take his trial for sending to Newgate-market 300 lbs. of ‘beef 
| which was unfit for human food and dangerous to health.— 
| Some meat was condemned on Monday last by Mr, Barcham 


Tar 
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Hospitat, Campriper.—At the quar- 
terly Court of the above institution, held a few days ago, a | R 
letter was read from Dr. Fisher, of Downing College, Cam- 
bridge, and physician to this hospital, stating that he wished 


Centrat Carminat Court, Aprit 8tx.—Herbert Wil- 
i i man, de- 
ilty” to several indictments 


lege, and he had taken advantage of this position to keep back 
itution, and he had also obtained money by means of 


On the 4th inst., at Coningsby, Lincolnshire, Carr Holstok 


.» M.R.C.S., to Isabella Mary, eldest daughter 
braham Lambden, ., and niece to Alderman 
Bruce, of Lincoln, and to Lieut.-Col, Sir Wm. Bruce, 


to retire from the office which he had held upwards of sixteen | Knt., late of her Majesty’s service. : 

Dr. Fisher stated his reasons for resigning the appoint- | On the 6th inst., at LiainJterne Chapel, Thomas 
should allow some o sician i tin , of Bradninch House, Devon, to Anne, daughter 

i ; i and 


vote of thanks to Dr. Fisher for his efficient services, In Dec, last, Tsin, China, Edward Wallis, -» 
named Monday, the 13th of May, for the election of his suc- | M.R.C.S., Assistant-Surgeon, Fane’s Horse, son of Chas. 
Esq., of Great Marlborough-street, and Meadow House, 


4th inst, at Burgh, Hugh James, Esq,. M.R.C.S. 
of the late John James, Esq., of Carlisle, aged 49. 


MEDICAL DIARY OF THE WEEK. 


peertnnan r inquired the total amount of money that the 
er 

Mr. Freeman, to the institution, said that he 
od the cutive tus chock £908. He also said that 

the prisoner had been connected with the College almost from 


received a salary of £100 a % was 


olme, Wimbledon 
Brompton, the wife of 


MONDAY, Aram 16......4 


TUESDAY, Aram 16 


FRIDAY, 10 ......4 


Taomas's Hosrrtat.—Operations, | 
SATURDAY, Arar 20...{ K 


Holt: 


tions will be performed at 2 By 
Amputation of Breast ; +r of Face.—By Mr. 
ith for Necrosis of H 


Rovat 3 Professor Owen, 
“On Fishes.” 

Parmo.oeicat Socrerr or Lorpor. 

Socrerr.—8} “On the Indian 

Tribes N.W. of the Boun 


and W. W. Vous, MA. 


i 
Hosrrtar. — Uperations, 


Garat 


the wife of Huelin, L.R.C.P., of a son. Operations, 2 P.x. « 
On the Ist inst., at Malden-pl Ha: hill, tt if THURSDAY, Aram 18 { Rorat pemree—S ae. Prof. Tyndall, “On 
of H. G. Knaggs, M.D., of a ter. CuEmican —8 Pu. Prof, Abel, “On the 
Roth, M.D., of a sen. Hanvetay Socrerr.— A Paper will be read 
On the 7th Oxford-street, Manchester, the wife of 


Hosrrrat, — Opera- 
— 8 px, Mr, Ruskin, “On 


for 
Sansom, “ On Death 


Px. 
Hosrrtar.—Operations, 
Roxat Iwstrrcrion, 3 r.x. Mr. Max Miiller, 
\ “On the Science of Language.” 


oberts 
the 
professional engagements, he found the duties of the hospital 
too onerous for him longer to discharge to his satisfaction. The DEATHS. 
succeed to the office, Kensal -green. 
pt On the 22nd ult., at The Hollies, near Warrington, Wm. H. 
Broadbent, M.D., aged 32. 
the property of the ‘On the bad at reed, St. John's-wood, Thornton 
there were for indictments aginst the prisoner char. Wa. 
ing him with forging receipts with intent to the same | Feq., M.R.C.S.,, late Senior House-Surgeon to the Northern 
institution. To these charges the prisoner at first pleaded Hospital, Liverpool, 23. 
Mr. ¥. Lewis, who appeared for the prosecution, informed of a patient. 
the Court that the prisoner had been employed as assistant| 60 the 
secretary and collector to the Royal Medical Benevolent Col- | third son BY 
Hosprrat.—Operations, 2 
} | — Operations 
| of the Human ody, with Obeervatios thet 
commission amount to een £30 and £40 — ru. Mr. P. 
Cooper Prequant Coot of of toe Urinary 
Mr. , who for the prisoner, said that he was rx a 
punishment, and the Recorder respited the judgment in order 6 Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1} P.«. 
to afford him an opportunity for so doing. Wasrutvstse Hosrrtat. — The 
Heatta or Loypoy pusinc tae ENDING 
Sarorpay, total number of deaths regis- 
tered in London was 1220. The deaths from scarlatina de- 
clined to 19, and those from diphtheria rose to 15; 82 deaths 
occurred from en ee and 24 from measles, 
Last week the births of 1012 boys and 988 girls, in all 2000 Hector, 
children, were registered in London. In ne 
weeks of the years 1851-60, the average number was 1 h 
BIRTHS. Bard 
Dn the lst he Western Grammar School Bromp- Hosritat, Kive’s Caosa.— 
. Lhorburn, M.V., of @ son. 
wife of Josoph Toyubes Esq 
ife of osep’ oyn 
On the Sth inst., at MEDICAL 45D SURGICAL SOCIETY OF 
J. Macaulay, M.D., ofa daughter. 7 Council 
MARRIAGES, 
Sea, Hubert Beadles, Esq., M.R.C.S., Elham, Kent, eldest 
of John Nathaniel Beadles, Esq., 
orcestershire, to Hannah, youngest daughter of Thomas Ad- 
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Mr. Wm. Smith.—The potato is morerutritions than’ the parsulp, but neither 
of them very hizhly so, owing to the large quautities of water they contain. 
100 parts or pounds of potato of average quality consist of—water, 75 parts; 

dry food, stareh and gluten, 26 parts, Whereas the carrot, whicti (he parsnip 

rather closely resembles, contains 83 parts of water, and only 17 of dry food ; 

pte gluten in the case of the carrot, and of starch likewise in that of 
parsnip. 


Sre,—I observe in your impressions:o 
in which “pamphieteers” om the Turkish Bath are: represented as assuming a 
ex dea] ou an important question, without proving it. The question raised 
whether the skin is capable of absorbing oxygen? The last-letter is from 
Mr. York J. Moore, of Torquay, giving a quotation from Dr. Carpenter; which 
appeared in oneof the d pamphiets, by Dr. Cummins, of Cork. 
But, Sir, it seems to me that very few of your correspondents have made 
themselves acquainted with the information to be derived from their pernsal. 
This will obvious by reference to the first eommunication. made 
any scientific body on the subject, in which the question of the 

to avsorb-oxygen is not “assumed,” but stated on the authority of the 

reference to page 23 of the let which I'now send you; atrecious 
crime of being a onthe Purkisty Bath, is one “ whieh E neither 
sttenipt Lo‘pailiate nordeny.” More reeently (imthe:year 1858) the same sub- 
Sir Hamphry Devy, Mr. Abernathy, and’ ot 

umphry Davy, Mr. Abernethy, an ine 
transpiration of the different both. endosmosis and exos- 


as 
mosis. For the its, Le to refer you to page 53 of my phiet 
Fallacies of the Turkish Bath Question,” whic lately 
ections to the lamp bath. The products 
of wine are carbonic acid gas and watery 
vapour. The presence of the latter in the air, rendering it. humid, is a supe- 
riority in the lamp bath over the common << eating-house ; but it has no such 


on the “ Facts and 
sent you, and to page 54 for 
combustion in of 


tly of absorption by the 
acid escapes, in spite of the most 
, and is inhaled by the | thus showing 
of a well ventilated Oriental Hamam. 


Tas Bers oF tHe ADDER, 
To the Editor of Taw Lancer. 
Sre,—In answer Rurus,” I may stete that in country districts in Seot- 
coluber is very common, it is not a rare thing to see a child, 
and sometimes a horse or cow, bitten by it, So the horse and cow are 
generally the lips; nose, and mouth of the animal which are 
i 


‘W. P.—The list shall be forwarded if our‘correspondent will send his name 
and address, 
Mr. B, Jackson,—The advice can be-obtained at any hospital or dispensary. 


Ow as a 


on at a rapid 1 immediately the vagina, and administered 
an ounce of oil of turpentine in mili dys 
wmorrhage ceased, the pulse became perceptible at the wrist, the colour 
‘turned to the face, and a warmth was diffused over the body. No 
retarn of has sinee occurred, neither has any un) 
of the turpentine+—Yours respectfully, 
W. Paseerr, 


C. Mi—It is not so stated in the regulations; but the examination might be 
regarded as'sufficieut if applicati de to the Board of Examiners, 


+h 


Preorwssrowat 
To the. Editor of Tuw 


"My Sra,—A man died 


after, called upon me. 
dark, and forward te Dr. 


tly, 


amongst whom skin diseases are frequently more severe than amongst skin- 
scrubbing Englishmen.—Ep. L. 


Communtcations, Luerrenrs, &c., have been received from—Dr. Gavin Milroy ; 
Mr. Holmes Coote; Dr. Edmvands; Messrs, Maw and Sons; Mr. Harbison ; 
Mr. Mitchell ; Mir. J; Wilson; Dr.G. 8S. Morris; Dr. Baker; Mr. W. Smith ; 
Mr. J. Chippendale;:Mr. J. Morgan ; Dr. RB. M.. Hodges; Mr. J. Rayner ; 
Mr. Doig ; Dr. Wiblin, Southampton; Mr. H. Brauthwaite, (with enclosare;) 
Mr. RB. .H. Bain, Lockerbie, (with enclosure ;) Mr. J. F. Churebill, (with en- 
closure ;) Mr. W. W. Lloyd, Birmingham, (with enelosute;) Mr. H. Hicks ; 
Dr. Daniel Hooper ; Dr. Moffat, Thornhill; Mr. B. Lester, (with enclosure ;) 
Mr. James Irving, Newark; Mr. John Miles, Narberth; Mr, EB. Edmonds, 

Crewe; Mr. J. W. Hopkins, Leeds; Mr. C. S, Adams;. Mr. J, Sykes, -Wake- 
field, (with enclosure ;) Dr. Plowman, St. Austell, (with enclosure ;) Mr. W. 
Gordon, Glasgow, (with enclosure ;) Mr; W. Bramfit, Leeds, (with enclo- 
sure ;) Dr. T. Skinner, Liverpool; Mr. James, Carlisle; Mr. Slater ; Mr. 6. 
Reed; Mr. Ashton ; Mr. Pearse; Mr. Hamilton, Liverpool ; Mr. C. Smith, 
Highworth; Dr. Evans, Narberth; Dr. Brown-Séquard; Mr. W. Harris, 
Bildeston, (with enclosure ;) Mr. B).Baker, Biddenden ; Mr. G. Smith, Bir- 
mingham, (with enclosure;) Mr. A, P. Trow, Cleobury, (with enclosure ;) 
Mr. R. Packman, Kingston, (with enclosure ;) Mr. E. Pope, Tring, (with en- 
closure;). Messré. Henley and Strong, Bristol, (with enclosure ;) Mf. W. 
Howse, (with enclosure ;) Mr, W. Williams, Penrhyn; Mr. Heckford, Gam- 
lingay; Studens, Birmingham’ R. C., (with enclosure ;) G. A. B., (with en- 


closure ;) Aliquis; Inquisitor; W. P.; ML; M. A, B.; &e, 


ec 


380 Tae Larcwr,} NOTICES’ TO CORRESPONDENTS, 
| Mr, Chippendaie —The question cannot Be-asked in its-present form. 
Str--Dr I entered the room “ immediately 
the case at first to pronounce 
pew re met up the bottle, and giving 0) 
the necessary directions. 
Several times lately important eases have been very tardily communicated 
Tus Torantsn Baru to the coroner. In a case of infanticide, the body was found on the Monday, 
wi ; and the post-mortem only ordered on the Saturday. To prevent risk of delay 
To the Bitter ef Tus Lancet. in thie case, I, ow the day after the death, wrote to the coroner as follows :-— 
of a mix- 
friends suspect the physie, and as a post-mortem and mob should be made 
as early as possible, | send this information in accordance with the wish you 4 
have expressed Dr. and arrived at the — 
Epxcwps.” 
Mr. Hum s received my note at ng by my house soon 
desired me to om ih te pont morta 
Letheby the ofthe mixture, and what of the 
viscera I thought proper. 
As Dr. Bloyer-was a stranger to the deceased, and I was the family atfend- 
aut of the is whose house. the Guath coedrred ao question of pubiic 
duty or personal feeting to the patient's friends would have mete | 
the post-mortem ; yet professional 
Had any gentlenman instead of Dr. Floyer been concerned in the affair, I s 
not have thought of doing otherwise; but bs Dr, Flovet, though 
quite res to clam courtery, is backw in ‘rendefing it. | 
had been Dr site in and 
toa 
sixpence a head. was Gy our friend that 
Réamands was not a doctor at all, and that she-would have done better by 
going to amold woman.” Ti: ot Sow 
however, great for my this been matter of 
caretal arrangement of conscience,” she informed me of the information Dr. Ployer had so generously 
the infinite superiority afforded. A second n from this physic-shop also ee 
is quite common for persons who Wish lo economise, Lo employ OF | of information, and eal apen Dr: Floyer, and ask for 
methylated spirits of wine, in using the-lamp bath. This isavominably bad, | 5 repudiation or apology. I could obtain neithes, and left intending to briug 
to the unfairness the writers on a sub- by, and I never even thoaght 
growing interest-are now treated by.those who affect to despise them; This, Si reason wrong te eandid to avow 
whilst not a few have the effrontery to copy from those very of whose | that] before the 
jury. l was Informed Chat he-woald attend: the inquest to a complaint, 
Liverpool, April, 1861. Evwanp Haventon, M.D. a gentleman, whe acted as witness on my call for explanation, also 
panied me to the inquest; but Ur. Floyer; withgreat evoided the 
Young Practitioner:—1. Itdepemds entirelyson circumstances.—2. Yes, the | occasion. ask ~ 
letter shall be answered. you would should do unto you.”—L.am, Sir, yours, 
Tnquisitor.—He will come under the new regulations. ‘Spital-square, April, 1961. Bowowns, Boor. 
Tux case of Mr. Lawson and Mr. Darke sha |, if possible, appear next week. | gemdene, (Birmingham.)—The placard relating to the “ Rowley Dispensary” is 
derogatory to the respectability of the»profession. 
BE. T.—1. Yes.—2. It is a matter of taste rather than of law. 
Tax New Porvaaits Ov! OF THe 
To the Baitor of Taw 
—The mentbers of the es mem Society are now in possession of 
the Sat threw of Al = Porras of othe 
8, or a day or so, when it invariably terminates i lution, without any | 8nd the disappointment oceasioned by them m' very general. To 
any animal is bitten by the adder, it is a traditionary practice in all | caricatures. If they are faithful copies ; ae os 
parte ofthe country wihese they abound to snoint or rub the bitten and swollen the Society have not exercised a sound discretion in —y ng — | 
parts with any olive oll, end to give of the income 
some of it internally. How remedy acts upon the poison or its effects, it | the fon, 
vis we al same time it fore 
of those interested that ing bes iple in *,* It must be borne in mind that the plates are portraits of foreigners, 
Hippocrates’ minor or Hahnemann's law of similia ili 
probably they have come to the that the fat of the coluber, which 
Produced the morbid condition in a state of health, is the best remedy to be 
Hoping that these ew roma maybe 
your obedient servant, 
Liverpool, April, 1961. Taos, Sxuvwer, M.D. 
To the’ Bditor of Taw Lawcer. 
‘our imy of the 23rd ultimo an article on the 
ase Oil of te Uterine Homorrhage, 
to corroborate the statement of Mr. Bradley. ed 
I was summoned on the night of March 24th to Mrs. J——, of Blaby, and 
m my arrival found her cold, pulseless, and blanched. uterine _hwmorr 


